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Where Students Thrive —
The Beginning of a Brighter
Future in Education
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Universities are where students begin their journey of growth and
where the future of society takes shape. National flagship univer-
sities in Korea are committed to placing students at the heart of all
policies and environments, grounded in the belief that true edu-
cation is realized when students are happy. Supporting students'
holistic development—including academics, daily life, relationships,
and career paths—is both a duty and responsibility of higher ed-
ucation. Student happiness fuels regional vitality and ultimately
strengthens national competitiveness. For this reason, national flag-
ship universities continue to evolve as student-centered institutions,

paving the way for a sustainable future in higher education.
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CBNU, Taking a Leap Forward As A “Student-friendly
Campus”

Chungbuk National University is striving to enhance student
welfare and educational environment for students to study in a
comfortable environment and turn their dreams into reality. In
particular, the university introduced the “Breakfast for \1,000”and
“Dinner for \2,000” programs to help students eat three healthy
meals a day without financial burden, which has shown a positive
effect on their learning ability.

Improvement in the educational environment is also ongoing.
Lecture halls have been remodeled to create a state-of-the-art

learning environment, and the Gaesin Cultural Center and the

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

University Headquarters Main Lecture Hall have been equipped
with LED display boards and modern sound and lighting systems
for higher-quality events and classes. The student cafeteria in
the first Student Center was remodeled into a comfortable one,
and the Gaesin Lounge was built where students can discuss
and develop their dreams together. Next to the Gaesin Lounge,
the Starbucks store opened for the first time at a national univer-
sity, which has brought great satisfaction to students.

The Main Library, the most used facility by students, was also
transformed into a newer learning environment. The old reading
room and the second floor of the old building were rearranged
into student-customized spaces, transforming it into a venue
for creative education, and an “on-shelter” where students can
study and relax, and the Career and Employment Department,
the University Job Center, and the On-the-Job Training Center
were moved to the first floor to establish the “Gap-Zero Integrat-
ed Career Support System”. This provides a one-stop service for
all support related to career and employment.

In addition, the university has established the “Self-Recommend-
ed Scholarship” for students who focus on their studies and ca-
reers to help them realize their dreams without financial burden,
and the “Glocal Training Program” is expanding students op-
portunities for overseas experiences by supporting student-led
overseas internships, language training, and volunteer activities.
Henceforward, Chungbuk National University will continue to put

student growth as its top priority and be at the forefront of fos-

tering creative talents who will lead the future.
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... 2025 International Students Orientati

Welcowme fo KNU!

“Bringing Global Talent to Gangwon’ — Kangwon National
University Aims for 5,000 International Students

Kangwon National University(KNU) is launching an all-out stra-
tegic initiative to attract 5,000 international students by 2028,
aiming to transcend the challenges of a declining school-age
population and regional decline, while enhancing its global com-
petitiveness as a university.

As of April 2025, the number of international students across
KNU’s Chuncheon and Samcheok campuses has reached 1,979
— a remarkable 79% increase from the previous year. This sharp
growth is attributed to the university’s pivot away from short-
term language-focused programs toward a more structured re-
cruitment of students into undergraduate and graduate degree
programs. KNU has established a new ‘Global Convergence De-
partment,” offering multilingual track courses in English, Chinese,
and Korean, with more than 1,000 students already enrolled in
international-only majors.

KNU is also rapidly expanding its overseas presence to strength-
en student recruitment. In 2025, the university plans to increase
the number of its ‘KNU Cultural Centers’ from 10 locations in 5
countries to 20 locations in 9 countries. It is currently operating
a preparatory education system that links local pre-university
programs—focused on Korean language and academic founda-
tions—with direct admission into full degree programs.
Especially prgrams such as A The “1+3 Program’(one year of
study at a Chinese university with three years at KNU to com-

plete a bachelor’'s degree) A2+1+1+N Program’(integrating two

eech Qonte:ét\##

aky

years at a vocational college, one year of exchange, one year of
regular study, and optional progression to a master’s program)
A ‘Sino-Korean Joint Education Program’(utilizing Chinese local
educational content) have proved to be innovative key models.
Additionally, to lower the language barrier, KNU offers online
Korean language courses in seven languages—including En-
glish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Mongolian—alongside Korean,
helping students of diverse backgrounds to easily access Korean
language education.

KNU has also made great effort to improve the residential and
living environment for international students. The ‘Communi-
ty-Cooperative Foreign Student Housing’ project, operated in
partnership with the city of Chuncheon, will expand from its
current one location to at least three by 2025. Moreover, KNU
provides a one-stop administrative support system covering visa
issuance, daily life guidance, and academic advising to ensure

the stable settlement of international students.

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

ZECHSta Kyungpook National University

= =

FSCHoluE 202550 A T 2017 |RE] TUM| HARIPEY 8 Aetsd
o S22 TS FHeFOR X|fsk= M S Aldsict ols
LA CHEFYO| QFEZIQl 2HAB0f A Shefuf Gof T o~ UES AE
Hel XS NSO, S+ S4 tiere 20| Metnt 228 ofF 28
YStE Qo T ZX|CE

Yo E2 TSR AL MUK SES o AR Sl A EAL S et
A A&, CHE2C| 3l S Eg T K| Sl[E S FH=C
B5Hi= O FoIM=E So Tl ol A FEES Ateld sil2ota,
T 0| FOf L TUH| QITHE HSHO 2 RAFHZM, X|HS 'FOf

(o)

= -
M| =2 it QI Fg 7 |Ehs F2et Al =lolCf.
X




Hi2l ol MAIN ISSUE

Kyungpook National University to Offer Full Scholarships
for Full-Time Ph.D. Students

Kyungpook National University (KNU) announced that starting
in the second semester of the 2025 academic year, it will im-
plement a system to provide full tuition scholarships to full-time
Ph.D. students and integrated master’s-Ph.D. students. This ini-
tiative aims to offer practical support, allowing full-time graduate
students to dedicate themselves to their studies and research
in a stable environment. It also represents a strategic move to
transform KNU into a research-focused university and strength-
en its global academic competitiveness.

The scholarships will be awarded to Ph.D. and integrated mas-
ter’s-Ph.D. students who complete full-time registration in the
graduate school system, with most recipients benefiting from full
tuition coverage.

Through this scholarship program, KNU plans to effectively al-
leviate the financial burden on graduate students and actively
attract talented full-time individuals with strong research capa-
bilities. This will establish a foundation for nurturing world-class
research talent, extending beyond the local region.

Lee Ahn-soo, Dean of Student Affairs at KNU, remarked, “This
scholarship system will serve as a solid foundation for Kyung-
pook National University, a flagship national university driving
the ‘Glocal University’ and ‘RISE’ projects, to leap forward as a
research-oriented global university.” He added, “We will continue
our efforts to create an environment in which graduate students

can fully immerse themselves in research.”
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GNU Launches “Digital Badges” for Skills Certification and
Career Success

Gyeongsang National University (GNU) is rolling out a “digital
badge” system to systematically certify student achievements
and competencies and cultivate talent aligned with the de-
mands of society in the future. Digital badges serve as verifiable
digital records of students’ learning experiences and accom-
plishments and are expected to play a key role in strengthening
competencies and boosting learning motivation. Through this
initiative, the university plans to increase student participation
in both curricular and extracurricular programs, while streamlin-
ing the certificate issuance process for job seekers to maximize
convenience for students.

GNU emphasized the need to introduce digital badges to sys-
tematically manage future-oriented skills and qualifications and
implement a personalized certification system for students.
Traditional paper certificates pose several challenges, including
storage difficulty, risks of forgery, lack of portability, and the
cost and time involved in issuing them. Digital badges, on the
other hand, are securely stored in digital wallets, easy to carry,
and immune to loss. Powered by blockchain technology, they
offer forgery resistance, reduce issuance time and cost, and al-
low students to certify a wide array of competencies, including

those gained through campus experiences beyond grades and

graduation.

Digital badges are issued based on internationally recognized
learning standards, making them highly credible and useful for
global talent development through partnerships with domestic
and international companies and educational institutions. Stu-
dents can actively showcase their competencies by sharing
their earned badges on social media or including them in their
e-portfolios.

“The introduction of the digital badge system is a crucial step
in certifying student competencies and enhancing their future
competitiveness,” said Yang Jae-kyung, Director of GNU’s
Office of Educational Innovation. “We will ensure its successful
implementation through ongoing system enhancements and

active promotion.”
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Pusan National University Launches "University College"
to Promote Convergence Education

Accelerates Training of Advanced and Global Talent

Pusan National University (PNU) announced the establishment of
a new University College, set to begin in the first semester of the
2025 academic year. The initiative aims to dismantle academic
silos and foster a holistic education rooted in interdisciplinary and
convergent thinking. To commemorate the launch, the universi-
ty held an unveiling ceremony on May 28 at Induk Hall, a newly
designated space for the college. The University College will of-
fer integrated programs focused on major exploration in founda-
tional disciplines, interdisciplinary education, and liberal arts, all
within a student-centered academic ecosystem. It is designed to
support students in developing self-directed learning habits and
independently planning their academic and career paths.

The University College consists of the School of Advanced Con-
vergence and the Global Open Major Division. The School of
Advanced Convergence operates two autonomous majors: the
Undeclared Major of Engineering and the Undeclared Major of
Nanoscience. Students in the Undeclared Major of Engineering
may, after completing their first year, advance to one of six de-
partments: the Department of Polymer Science and Engineering,
the Department of Organic Material Science and Engineering,
the School of Materials Science and Engineering, the School
of Electrical & Electronics Engineering, Electrical Engineering
Major, the School of Electrical & Electronics Engineering Semi-
conductor Engineering Major, and the Department of Industrial
Engineering. A total of 57 new students have been admitted.

The Undeclared Major of Nanoscience offers a pathway to three

10

departments: the Department of Nanoenergy Engineering, the
Department of Nanomechatronics Engineering, and the Depart-
ment of Optics and Mechatronics Engineering. A total of 58 stu-
dents have been recruited for this major. The Global Open Major
Division is designed to support international students in adjusting
to life in Korea through Korean language and cultural education,
and will enable them to advance, after this, to one of the follow-
ing majors: Culture and Arts Contents(2026), Korean Studies, or
Global Commerce(2027). The division accepted 24 students this
semester.

Pusan National University plans to expand its University Colleges
to four, including the School of Liberal Studies, the School of
Transdisciplinary Engineering, the Department of Applied Life
and Convergence Science, and the Global Open Major Division,
starting in the 2026 academic year, and also increase the num-
ber of new students by approximately three times the current
number.

The establishment of the University College at Pusan National
University represents a shift in the educational paradigmm—one
that seeks to restore the fundamental purpose of education
and position students as active agents in their own learning. It
is expected to further strengthen the university’s public role as
a national institution and reinforce its leadership in educational

innovation.
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Seoul National University (SNU) Commons Central Library
Shapes its Future-Oriented Learning Space

In March 2025, the SNU Commons x Central Library (“Commons
Library”) opening ceremony and art forum were held at the SNU
Central Library. The opening ceremony revealed a transforma-

tion of the Central Library, serving as an opportunity to highlight

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

the convergence of art and science. The art forum featured
several media content creators, including Je Baak, a professor
at the SNU College of Fine Arts and the Central Library’s Chief
Art Director, as well as artists Jin-Yo Mok and Yiyun Kang. During
the art forum, participants discussed how to prepare for a future
society where art and technology converge, and how both could
best continue to create and collaborate.

The Commons Library is an integrated space designed for
educational innovation, marking the 50th anniversary of the
SNU system. This facility now unites student spaces previously
scattered throughout the campus, serving as a central hub
where learning, interactions, and culture converge. Beginning
in the spring semester, 4,200 newly admitted students attend-
ed classes. The Commons Library offers New Box, Cave, and
Media Lab, in addition to cutting-edge media content. These
sections primarily represent the Central Library, which supports
academic interactions utilizing high-end media, as well as me-

dia exhibitions, seminars, and research activities for both artists

11
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and students.

In Media Lab, various creative and educational activities are
available, including workshops on how to edit videos necessary
for producing digital content. New Box and Cave on the first floor
feature media art products created by world-class artists, which
are impressive and showcase sensorily changing videos. Media
art encompasses the latest media content, incorporating culture,
art, and education.

Giant Steps is among the artworks on display and was born out
of a collaboration between Everything Universal, an internation-
al media art and design collective established in 2004, and IT
dinosaurs, such as Google and Microsoft. This artwork depicts
a giant within virtual reality traveling across the campus and ex-

ploring both hidden and well-known spaces.
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Dr. Lee Keun-bae Inaugurates as the 22nd President of CNU
“I will contribute to making CNU leap forward with the region
and to the world.”

Dr. Lee Keun-bae officially inaugurated as the 22nd President of
CNU on February 26, 2025 (Tuesday). The ceremony was held
at 2:00 PM at the university’s Minjumaru, with approximately
300 attendees, including the former president, key dignitaries,
professors, staff, and students, to celebrate the university's new
beginning.

President Lee stated, “l am delighted and grateful to have the
opportunity to serve once more at my alma mater, where | have
spent 26 years as a professor. | will go back to the founding spirit
of the university, established in 1952, and strengthen CNU even
further.” He emphasized the importance of communication and
regional cooperation, declaring, “l will position CNU as a key base
that drives regional growth and help it rise to become a globally
recognized university meeting the needs of our time.”

Dr. Lee, a graduate of CNU’s School of Medicine, served as a
professor for 26 years and held several significant positions,
including A the first elected president of the Faculty Senate, A
Chair of the Board of Trustees, A President of the National Flag-
ship University Faculty Association, and A Director of the Institute
of Biomedical Sciences. His term will run until February 2029.
Earlier in the morning, Dr. Lee attended the 73rd Spring Com-
mencement Ceremony, marking his first official engagement as
the new president. He encouraged 4,312 graduates saying, “I
hope you will lead meaningful lives in your respective fields as
you step into the world with the name of CNU.” In his inaugural
speech, President Lee added, “CNU is an institution that has
overcome numerous challenges, solved real-world problems,
and shaped future values. With pride in having paved the way
for progress alongside the university community, local residents,

and citizens, we will achieve even greater advancement.”
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HECista Jeonbuk National University

=, AlethH 0|22 2t

TSt iE Al 7|2 CIX|E 412 S8l 021 Chsto| A 2 RS MIASHD
QIC} ‘The Best Al University' S HIFO 2 LIAI TH=CHE Cifst Htof Al
HZbH 12021 2lo] o] AN SeEEAIAR'S 7125 Fo|ct Of=

u

0%
o

SPAL, I, SHIU MH| A 2= MR CRE HHe 2 2

1 HEENS SA0 Yot ATt

i
c“)”zo

=] 02
B}

ZOMfNE Al S KR A AR =0 A A, SEEA TREH 2

d

\'U
nm

BNUAIET S22 =

mo Jm
o
et o™
oF Hu
ST
0 1@
D o
HL
]
>
>
r\.l
na (0]
AL 'I:og
E oo
== >
o 0=
o =
‘-!% =
o
= 1o
Qo ox
oy o
>4 Mo
o o
oz ng
[0 OF
> X
B X
Ho ™o
riot
oY

ro
il
o
El
Ho
rultl

SHE 2UTHOY = HIKHS 2151 QUCE R O{CIMLE 8lE IS
OFCHSlS BHS01 717 | RIot QIXKICE BHxY 1627021 22121 ZEHS 20278t

x| 500712 =ftish, TLHR| ShaAt Lt 25t ok FSHK| 7tsst

NS DS HAS OIS QT Ol= AIZ S 2ot us F2de

L0l 2102, QEmalol 4ol TekHE HEXO 1S R0| 2 En

CIXE || 0j2Hed ne] E3E0 2 ofolai= T[T

B A1 Al BB Al AHO|A'S T8 DA-SHAYEIRIO0] Apple
Vision Pro, ChatGPT, |dJoumey, Adobe Firefly & |41 M8 Al EFE

Jeonbuk National University (JBNU) Moves Towards the
Future with Al

Jeonbuk National University is pioneering a new model for fu-
ture-oriented universities through Al-driven digital innovation.
Embracing the vision of becoming ‘The Best Al University,” JBNU
is implementing a comprehensive ‘Next-Generation Integrated
Information System’ with a budget of 12 billion KRW, integrating
Al across all university functions. This project encompasses
administration, academic services, portals, and mobile services,
significantly enhancing operational efficiency and information
security.

In the field of education, JBNU has introduced an Al-based
educational support system, a thesis proofreading service, and
the tailored career counseling platform called ‘JBNU Al Friend,’

meticulously supporting each student's growth. By providing
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real-time analysis and tailored information on careers and em-

ployment, JBNU fosters a learner-centered Al educational en-

the digital transformation era.

Presentation0t | Ji| 35

Integrating the Jeju OIIe Trail
into a Self-Reflection Program : A Case Study
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offered since 2024, has been shown to effectively help students

improve their social relationships. As a result, there is growing in-

vironment. 0| ZIY =] 1 UL terest in whether this program can be expanded and integrated
The university is also accelerating the expansion of its online 4 E20ld SEH- AL HAO|E, MF'E FH= e EE into the global learning model being championed by Jeju Special
education platform, reflecting a strong commitment to building 2|0j|Af “2023H L MOt THEHES CHY O 2 A IS SHE AEHAE Self-Governing Province.

a ‘university accessible anytime, anywhere.’ It plans to increase HIEChsha, HIF2| 20t KoM & wat, DS D DEi A TZAL Z0E UZQU0f| SHH 0|4 27|H2HS L= SHH0| 54%0] & President Kim Eel-hwan of Jeju National University (JNU) high-
online course offerings from the current 162 to 500 by 2027, 2USH EE 58 12 APECAH AL n M TSWE HERS GHEP'HA “O|12 JHSE | ol S22t XoHgE mat A S IHASH| lighted the university's role in developing the Jeju Olle-gil &
creating an open higher education system that enables learners M A O MRt Self-Reflection course and its positive impact on students during
worldwide to enroll in courses and obtain degrees. This strate- A= 3H T, =2 A0 2l o|X| m|=.. CHLHR| QIARS 24 J2HAM 2 S22 22|22t Kot E it 2 Mot M2t n his presentation at the Global Education Innovation Higher Edu-
gy aims to transcend traditional boundaries of time and space, 0|0fX F IRCIYC| LIS Qo X FxIstn Q== 2 2474|0[M0f| = 2ol cation Network Forum, an APEC pre-event held at the Booyoung
breaking away from offline-only education to advance toward a HZChstn ot 202432 2F6t s FMiF22 22t XoFgE mat ol LIZ 230|2k= Sf K|S LHHIRICE Hotel in Jeju on May 12.

digitally empowered, future-ready education platform. o[ A= SHSO| Ale|H A JHM0l =2 S 11 Qs A= LIE In response to educational policy initiatives set forth by the
Furthermore, JBNU has established an immersive Al experien- SICH &% MFoF S FE6H Qe 22 2AH0|H 2| XE. 2 JNU’s ‘Jeju Olle-gil & Self-reflection’ Course Recognized Korean Ministry of Education—such as breaking down barriers
tial space called ‘Al Space,” allowing professors, students, and CHE -~ UEX F=FEICH as Model for Educational Innovation between academic disciplines and broadening student recruit-
staff to freely experiment with state-of-the-art generative Al H|Z=CH s XS Xt 52 122 &= £ |AM APEC AFE AL - JNU President Kim Eel-hwan Introduced Course at APEC ment—JNU launched the Jeju Olle-gil & Self-Reflection curricu-
tools such as Apple Vision Pro, ChatGPT, Midjourney, and Ado- Q2o Z 2l 'Z2H ISHA 1SS HEQR X2 oA HF=SL Pre-Event, the Education Innovation Higher Education Net- lum in 2024. The course includes mentoring sessions conducted
be Firefly. This facility will host immersive educational programs D RPORSEr Wik 0] Cifot Cfste| ot} sl S0 S5 %0l mtof ol work Forum on May 12 along the scenic Jeju Olle-gil trail, where mentors share expertise
including Al-based instructional method lectures, content cre- SH SAiCt - Vision to Expand Jeju's ‘Global Learncation’ Amid Growing and life experiences while guiding students through discussions
ation workshops, and prompt competitions, positioning JBNU H|==CHol| 2 H S22t Kot & Wt 22 283, i 5187| 5 Domestic and International Interest on career paths, academic concerns, and personal growth.

as a central hub for practical Al talent development suited to B3 Aot WS Y I X0l MNHO = CHSSH | o X|:tsH A% JNU's Jeju Olle-gil & Self-Reflection course, which has been At the forum, held under the theme of Global K-Educational Re-
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search: ‘Learncation, Jeju’, President Kim noted, “According to a
comprehensive student survey conducted at JNU in 2023, 54%
of students reported feeling lethargic more than once a week.”
He continued, “To help address this issue, we introduced the
Jeju Olle-gil & Self-Reflection course.”

President Kim also expressed his intention to expand the Jeju
Olle-gil & Self-Reflection course into the broader Global Learn-
cation model—an initiative jointly pursued by JNU and Jeju

Special Self-Governing Province to reshape the educational par-

adigm through experiential and location-based learning.
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Chungnam National University Actively Promotes ‘Human-

Centered Al Transformation’
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Chungnam National University has launched a comprehensive
initiative for a “human-centered Al transformation at CNU,” in-
troducing an Al-based chatbot and academic support system
based on generative artificial intelligence.

On April 14, the university officially launched “Al ChaCha,” an Al
chatbot service designed to improve access to academic and ad-
ministrative information while enhancing overall work efficiency.

Al ChaCha was developed as part of the “human-centered Al
transformation” outlined in the Mobile strategy of Chungnam Na-
tional University’s 4MVP (Mobile, Multifunctional, Mixed, Mega) ini-
tiative. The chatbot is named after the university mascot, ChaCha.
Al ChaCha has enhanced user accessibility and convenience
by being integrated with various platforms, including the uni-
versity portal and mobile devices. The service provides a wide
range of information, including: Auniversity regulations and ma-
jor guidelines; Akey campus information based on the official
website; Aacademic-related content; Aadministrative services
and information.

Administrative efficiency has also been improved through the

Al WORKER feature within the Al ChaCha service, supporting

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

faculty and staff in their daily tasks. This service allows users to
register files by task and easily search for relevant content.
Earlier, on March 13, Chungnam National University launched
CNU With U+, an Al-based academic support system. This com-
prehensive system offers: AAl-powered recommendations for
courses, departments, and non-curricular programs; Acompre-
hensive student career management; Aa wide range of integrat-
ed counseling services—including future planning, career and
employment guidance, psychological support, and self-directed
major selection; Aadditional features such as space rental, port-
folio management, and community tools.

To further drive innovation, Chungnam National University has
established the Artificial Intelligence Innovation Committee, a
dedicated body for comprehensive deliberation and strategic
advice on university-wide innovation through the application of
Al technologies. University President Kim Jeong-gyeom serves
as the committee’s chair and is actively leading the institution’s

Al transformation efforts.
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Council of Presidents of Flagship National Universities

Holding the 2nd Regular Meeting in 2025

In-depth discussions on national scholarship programs &
higher education issues
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The Council of Presidents of Flagship National Universities held its second regular meet-
ing in 2025 on May 23 (Friday) at Gangwon National University's Samcheok Campus for
in-depth discussions on the improvement of the national scholarship programs and higher
education issues under the tuition freeze.

This meeting particularly focused on how to effectively manage the budget of national
scholarship type Il under the tuition freeze and how to amend the system to reduce the
burden of tuition and living expenses for low-income college students.

In addition, it discussed in advance the main agenda of the “2025 KCUE (Korean Council
for University Education) Summer Seminar for University Presidents”scheduled in July.
Participants shared issues that flagship national universities should take the lead in ad-
dressing and sought joint responses.

As the backbone of Korea's higher education, flagship national universities have contrib-
uted to revitalizing regions and strengthening national competitiveness through solidarity
and joint responses among universities, and each university has been sharing issues and
cooperating to solve them under a common vision. The next Council of Presidents will be

held in July, hosted by Kyungpook National University.
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News of Member Universities
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Z5CHstu CBNU

Chungbuk National University
ZACHskn KNU

Kangwon National University
ZSIHstn KNU

Kyungpook National University
Za=Eoietn GNU
Gyeongsang National University
S Aohsta PNU

Pusan National University
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MEtHeta SNU

Seoul National University
HMetiEka CNU

Chonnam National University
HSCHske JBNU

Jeonbuk National University
HN=cista JNU

Jeju National University
SEistu CNU

Chungnam National University
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President Changsup Koh of CBNU, Appointed as The 2nd President
of the Council of Glocal Universities... Presenting Vision for Cooperation

through International Forums
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President Changsup Koh of Chungbuk National
University has been appointed as the second
president of the Council of Glocal Universities
and will serve a one-year term from March
1, 2025 to February 28, 2026. The Council of
Glocal Universities consists of universities par-
ticipating in the “Glocal University 30”project,
which aims to develop education/research
models and strengthen cooperation among
universities to secure global competitiveness

through the mutual development of regions

22

and universities.

In May, Chairperson Koh presided over the
“(Global Education Innovation Higher Education
Network Forum” held in Jeju as a preliminary
event to the APEC Education Ministers' Meet-
ing in 2025 and shared innovative strategies
and cases to respond to the paradigm shift in
global higher education.

Chairperson Koh said, “Glocal universities

are not just educational institutions, but also
leading actors in the development of local
communities and industries.” and “To complete
national tasks, we will take the lead in building
a region-centered higher education ecosystem
through solidarity and practical cooperation

among participating universities.”
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CBNU, Establishing “Self-Recommended Scholarship”

... Expanding Student-led Support
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Chungbuk National University (President
Changsup Koh) has established and imple-
mented the “Self-Recommended Scholar-
ship“as one of its student-centered scholar-
ship innovations from the first semester of the
2025 academic year. The scholarship is open
to all current students regardless of grade,

major, or performance, and a total of 78 stu-
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dents will be selected per semester to receive
a study grant of KRW 500,000 per student.
Applicants shall submit a self-recommendation
letter with their personal development plan
and be selected through an internal screening
process. This is to provide opportunities for
students who are in economic hardship or mar-
ginalized by existing scholarship programs.

“It is very meaningful in that it allows students
to proactively demonstrate their potential and

value,”said President Changsup Koh.
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CBNU, Leading Al and Digital-based Future Education:--
Selected as an operator of “Outreach School Consulting” for two years in a row
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Chungbuk National University (President
Changsup Koh) has been selected as the
operating institution for the “2025 Qutreach
School Consulting” for the second consecu-
tive year. The project aims to strengthen Al
and digital education capabilities for elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools nationwide and
support digital transformation in line with the
future educational environment.

Chungbuk National University received a high
rating of 4.81 (96.2 points) for training program
satisfaction and 4.78 (95.6 points) for training
operation satisfaction on last year's programs,
demonstrating its ability at effective field-ori-
ented consulting.

This year, CBNU will form the ‘CLUE Project
Group’ with ELINE Corp. and Teach4Ulsan
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Social Cooperative to provide consulting
services to 85 schools in the Chungcheong
and Yeongnam regions. Major programs in-
clude digital textbook-based teacher support,
Al-digital-based local-specific programs, hybrid
customized school consulting, and empathetic
digital education centered on multicultural and

special schools.
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Kangwon National University
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Kangwon National University and Gangneung-Wonju National University Merger

Receives Final Approval from Ministry of Education —
Official Launch of “One Province, One National University in Gangwon”

Jeigtuet SASAFme| Seto| 58 HE QAR MiEst, SR O S HE = S EIAIE P Ol Q97 QTP 9
299 nSE SeoRIYBoIM £E SQI=H  HAS LIE 22EK| OFR a2 o Folck, ORIt} Lt XAt FHEete| 21t
M, 2T 12Ol 40| 2ZECL O S8 012 Jths XE HHAS| I8 ot FHS Soff Ciettl= 15| 02 Mxst
5ol Ha £k Ao Te| SRt STtol2t Sto], AZFMHAE NS AR AT AZEY £ 20| EEE 2MS CoRIcr o B,

= FOllA 1WSH QHEO| =2 Tl S B QI A E K[ o] A AMEMEHAE KA

L CHE2 20239 WSRO I2ABB0 AIY S HH AT AYUTAMAE= MHHHF2Z  The merger between Kangwon National Uni-
O MEE 0|, DEus SMN XY 7 UX  2YICLOIE S 2/ MHES0R2= 1280 versity (KNU) and Gangneung-Wonju National
2R MR LA 1E 12 A4S S HEAIE FEok, XIS LT 9= University has received final approval from
THSISHSICE O ot SCI0Z Z2ti= 2| &Y ST I|sS Yot AlZolch the Ministry of Education’s Integration Review
17209 Aot X|HH|[ 4309 2 & 521502 ¥ S5 Jetle tieteltetde S4e=2 2#  Committee on Thursday, May 29. This marks
O AHH|E SERHOM, OIS T RS2 W, A & HHHAAE ) TS MM J|2]  the formal beginning of the ‘One Province, One
T A, A S M GH0IM X[ETHsTE SAIK], DSHAK, AFRS, SR2ERINFEE National University in Gangwon’ initiative. The
Al =TI A=/olct SO FHE|H, S| T2k 22, THHAIY 7| merger is drawing significant attention both
S URt= 2026 38 SA =HE SHE o YEEY AA, S S M s 2 inside and outside the academic community, as
sl Qlon, 58t = nEe YRASIrE @A it it represents the first large-scale regional inte-
St A2 IR Jpio] S0l et Y T SE2 0l 2 e 2t Z2S 90|, gration of national universities in South Korea.
o= 20l 6 Sr=mictulSo|2(0l 20265t HRASEHAK|ZO| WS-A-22F U2 OFRE2  Since being selected in 2023 for the Ministry of
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Education’s ‘Glocal University 30" project, the
two institutions have been working to develop
a blueprint for ‘One Province, One National
University in Gangwon’ as a leading model for
higher education innovation and balanced re-
gional development. With this official merger,
KNU has secured a total project budget of 215
billion KRW—172 billion from national funds
and 43 billion from local funds—and plans to
drive sustainable innovation across all areas,
including education, research, industry-aca-
demia cooperation, and internationalization.

The newly integrated KNU aims to officially
launch in March 2026. The merged institu-
tion will retain the name ‘Kangwon National
University.” and the current KNU president,
Jae Yeon Jeong, will continue to serve as
president. The university will submit its 2026
academic year admission plan to the Korean

Council for University Education in June 2025,

and complete all necessary procedural steps,
such as revisions to the university’s regulations,
by February 2026.

After the merger, each campus within the inte-
grated KNU will be specialized by function: A
Chuncheon Campus will serve as the ‘hub for
education and research,’ A Gangneung Cam-
pus will be the ‘base for regional academic
collaboration,” A Samcheok Campus will focus
on ‘local industry-academia cooperation,” A
Wonju Campus will act as the ‘center for in-
dustry-academic partnerships.’

Through this structure, KNU plans to build
a higher education ecosystem spanning the
entire Gangwon region and strengthen cus-
tomized education and research functions
aligned with each area’s regional develop-
ment strategies.

A key feature of the integration is the introduc-

tion of a decentralized governance model, led
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by the newly established University Innovation
Strategy Office. This office will encompass
major divisions such as the Office of Planning
and Innovation, the Office of Educational Inno-
vation, the General Administration Office, and
the Global Affairs and International Exchange
Headquarters. It will be responsible for stra-
tegic planning, funding initiatives, admissions
planning, and international cooperation.

President Jae Yeon Jeong stated, “This merger
goes beyond the unification of two universi-
ties—it lays the foundation for an innovation
ecosystem encompassing education, industry,
and culture across the Gangwon Province. We
will continue to work closely with our univer-
sity community, local stakeholders, and the
government to establish a national model for

the future of higher education in Korea.”
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KNU Re-Designated for "Software-Centered University, Program —
Advancing as a Hub for Al and Digital Talent Development
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Kangwon National University(KNU) has
been officially re-selected for the 72025 Soft-
ware-Centered University Program, hosted
by the Ministry of Science and ICT and the
Institute of Information & Communications
Technology Planning & Evaluation. With this
re-designation, KNU is set to receive 11 billion
KRW in national funding by 2030, positioning
itself as a core hub for cultivating digital inno-
vation talent in the region.

Since first being selected for the program in
2018, KNU has successfully carried out the
initiative over the past six years, earning an

‘Excellent’ rating in its final evaluation. For

the new phase, KNU has again been selected
under the ‘General Track’ and will advance its
vision of “5+1 Al-Convergence Education Tai-
lored to High-Tech Industries.” Key initiatives
include A Training specialized professionals in
Al and software A Expanding interdisciplinary
majors tailored to regional industries A Pro-
moting industry-academia cooperation linked
to employment A Providing digital education
for rural communities and military bases. This
locally grounded education model is expected
to strengthen KNU's role as a regional engine

for digital transformation.
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Kyungpook National University
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Kyungpook National University Ranks 3rd Globally in THE University Impact Rankings —

A First for a Korean University
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Kyungpook National University (President: Heo Young-woo) has been
ranked 3rd in the world in the 2025 Times Higher Education (THE) Impact
Rankings, released by the prestigious UK-based university assessment
organization, THE (Times Higher Education). This achievement marks a
significant rise of 36 places from last year's 39th position, making Kyung-
pook National University the first Korean university to break into the
global top 3.

The THE Impact Rankings evaluate universities based on their research
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performance as well as their social and global responsibilities. The assess-
ment criteria focus on the extent to which institutions contribute to achiev-
ing the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted at the United
Nations General Assembly in 2015. The overall ranking is calculated using
a combination of SDG 17 — “Partnerships for the Goals,” which is manda-
tory — along with each university's top three performing SDGs. This year’s
rankings saw participation from 2,318 universities across 130 countries, an
increase of 355 institutions compared to last year.

Kyungpook National University ranked within the global top 20 in 6 of
the 17 SDG categories, including:

A 2nd in Decent Work and Economic Growth (SDG 8)

A\ 12th in Zero Hunger (SDG 2)

A 13thin Life on Land (SDG 15)

A\ 16th in Partnerships for the Goals (SDG 17)

A\ 16th in No Poverty (SDG 1)

A\ 20th in Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG 11)

Kyungpook National University President Heo Young-woo stated, “KNU
is fulfilling its mission as a ‘university in partnership with the local com-
munity,” and it is emerging as a platform university that connects the
region with the world through initiatives such as the Glocal University 30
project and the RISE (Regional Innovation System & Education) program.
This ranking is the result of our continued efforts to engage with global
civil society and realize a sustainable future through education and
research. Going forward, we will continue to grow as a global platform
university that practices sustainability and social responsibility by ad-

vancing our glocal strategy — connecting the local and the global.”
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All 16 KNU RISE Project Proposals Selected,
Securing 163 billion KRW Over 5 years
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Kyungpook National University (KNU) had all 16 of its submitted propos-

als selected for the ‘2025 Regional Innovation System and Education

2024[H2
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(RISE) Project' promoted by Daegu Metropolitan City. As a result, it will
receive a total of 163 billion KRW in funding over the next 5 years. This
marks the largest project budget for the Daegu region to date.

The RISE Project is an initiative where the Ministry of Education trans-
fers authority for university financial support to local governments. These
local governments then support university innovation in alignment with
their region's specific characteristics and development strategies, aiming
to promote the mutual growth of both the region and its universities.

As for the 2025 RISE Project, Daegu Metropolitan City conducted a
public call for proposals for 4 projects, totaling 16 sub-projects. KNU had
all 16 of its submitted sub-projects (15 as the lead institution, and 1 as
a participating institution) selected. As a result, KNU has secured 32.6
billion KRW out of Daegu City's first-year project budget of 76.5 billion
KRW, with the total project budget over five years amounting to 163
billion KRW.

KNU has established a vision for its current RISE project proposals as
“Co-growth of the region and the university as a hub of the regional in-
novation ecosystem.” In particular, KNU was the sole institution selected
for the sub-project “Establishing a Daegu-Style R&D Lifecycle Support
System,” securing 5.7 billion KRW annually. Furthermore, in the “Foster-
ing talent to lead the D5 Future Industries,” which is a key initiative for
Daegu Metropolitan City, KNU secured an annual project budget of 7.8
billion KRW. The university plans to actively invest in establishing a re-
gion-specific R&D support system as well as professional training oppor-

tunities to strengthen the competitiveness of these D5 Future Industries.
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GNU Officially Launches RISE Project Group
“A Future-Driven University Promoting Local Government-Industry—Academia Collaboration
for Sustainable Development in Gyeongsangnam-do”
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Gyeongsang National University (GNU) has officially launched its Region-
al Innovation System and Education (RISE) Project Group. At the launch
ceremony held on April 30 at the GNU Convention Center, the university
made both an internal pledge and a public commitment to successfully
carry out the RISE project over the next five years.

The RISE project is a nationwide initiative that runs through February
2030, in which 17 metropolitan local governments and universities
across Korea collaborate through cooperative, horizontal partnerships.
Its goal is to establish an integrated ecosystem of talent development,
regional strategic industry cultivation, employment and entrepre-
neurship, and residential infrastructure, all aligned with each region’s
development strategy.

The vision of GNU's RISE project is “RISE PLUS+ GNU: A Future-Driven
University Promoting Government—Industry—Academia Collaboration for
Sustainable Development in Gyeongsangnam-do.”

Its goal is to foster regionally rooted talent in Gyeongsangnam-do,
promote mutual growth through alignment with local industries, and
strengthen industry-linked research competitiveness, ultimately lead-
ing sustainable education and shaping the region’s future.

GNU is set to receive KRW 103 billion in funding from Gyeong-
sangnam-do over the next five years, including KRW 20.6 billion this
year alone, equivalent to 24% of the province's total first-year project
budget. With this support, the university will carry out 17 tasks across
4 major projects.

GNU has established four customized strategic initiatives and key goals
that align one-to-one with Gyeongsangnam-do’s four core projects.

(1 Gyeongsangnam-do’s project “Fostering Specialized Universities
Linked to Regional Strategic Industries” is implemented through GNU's
strategy of “Southeastern Regional Cooperation and Mutual Growth,”

with the main goal of “Mutual development through university-driven

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

industry specialization—Partnership.”

(2 The province’s project, “Establishing a Lifelong Education System to
Support Regional Innovation and Growth,” aligns with GNU's strategy of
“Cultivating Talent to Lead Future Society,” aiming to “Develop region-
ally rooted Gyeongsangnam-do citizens through lifelong education—
Lifetime.”

(3 The project “Fostering Globally Specialized Research Universities”
corresponds to GNU's strategy of “Creating Future Value and Innova-
tion,” with the goal of “Creating future value through regionally special-
ized research— Uniqueness.”

@ Lastly, Gyeongsangnam-do’s project, “Creating Local Settlement En-
vironments through Job Creation and Local Problem Solving,” is realized
through GNU's “Sustainable Management” strategy, with the objective
of “Fostering regionally rooted talent for sustainable employment and
entrepreneurship— Sustainability.”

GNU established the vision “RISE PLUS+ GNU" by taking the initial let-
ters of its four key goals in English.

In his opening remarks, President Kweon Jin-hwe stated, “As the
leading institution of higher education in Gyeongsangnam-do, GNU will
foster locally rooted talent, promote mutual growth with local industries,
and strengthen research competitiveness through industry collaboration
to lead sustainable education and the future of the region.” He added,

“We will carry out this project successfully to enhance the long-term

sustainability of Gyeongsangnam-do.”
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Pusan National University Aims

to Become a Global Hub Through
Expanded International Cooperation
Hosts Consecutive Large-Scale Events
to Promote Educational Innovation and
Global Networking

Pusan National University is enhancing its global standing by successfully
hosting a series of international events in collaboration with prestigious
universities and global companies. Through Al-driven educational innova-
tion and strengthened international partnerships, the university is accel-
erating its transition into a future-focused institution centered on research

and education.

IONAL UNIVERSITY

APEC UNIVERSITY LEADERS' FORUM 2025

LEVERAGING Al IN
HIGHER EDUCATION
TO ADDRESS ASIA PACIFIC
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Official Side Event of the 2025 APEC
Education Ministers’ Meeting

PNU to Co-Host APEC University
Leaders Forum (AULF) with APRU
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Pusan National University, in collaboration
with the Association of Pacific Rim Universities
(APRU), hosted the APEC University Leaders
Forum (AULF) — an official side event of the
2025 APEC Education Ministers” Meeting at
the Jeju International Convention Center on
May 12—13.

The forum, held under the theme of “Innovation
in Higher Education through Al and Addressing

Key Issues in the Asia-Pacific Region,” was

attended by around 200 participants, including
representatives from Pusan National University,
the Ministry of Education, the APRU Secretar-
iat, presidents and faculty members of leading
universities worldwide, as well as executives
from global companies such as Google, Micro-
soft, and Huawei. The five sessions addressed
a variety of topics, including bridging the digital
divide, nurturing Al talent, ethical applications

of Al, and case studies from developing coun-
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tries. APRU presented a plaque of appreciation
to Pusan National University, the event’s host,
reaffirming its commitment to strengthening
collaboration.

Since joining APRU in 2021 as the sixth Korean
university member, Pusan National University
has maintained ongoing collaborations with
prestigious universities worldwide and is widely
recognized for further elevating its international

reputation by successfully hosting the AULF.
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Declaration of Internationalization
Vision: Busan National University
Announces Global Leap

Over 230 Guests from Prestigious U.S.
Universities including Harvard and
Global Companies like Meta Invited for
Exchange
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Ahead of its 80th anniversary next year, Pusan
National University held the “Internationaliza-
tion Vision Declaration Ceremony” on June 2
in the main conference room on the third floor
of the university headquarters. The university
announced its leap forward as a research and
education-centered institution with global com-
petitiveness by hosting large-scale internation-
al events, including the International Academic
Forum.

At this international event, approximately 230
scholars, researchers, and students from pres-
tigious U.S. universities such as Harvard and

MIT, as well as from global companies includ-

ing Meta, Microsoft, and Google, visited Pusan

National University. Under the slogan “Global
Connections for the Future,” they shared the
university's internationalization strategies and
expanded its global network.

At the vision declaration ceremony, three key
internationalization strategies were presented,
focusing on Al/XR-based hybrid education, the
creation of a regionally connected research
ecosystem, and the realization of social re-
sponsibility. The subsequent international
academic forum and the special lecture held
on June 4 provided a platform for convergent
collaboration on advanced research topics such
as generative Al, Al-driven scientific research,

health data analysis, and precision oncology.
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Seoul National University (SNU),
Ranked Fifth Globally in 2024 Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) University Rankings
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SNU has been ranked fifth worldwide in the 2024 PCT University Rank-
ings, recently announced by the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPQ). SNU filed a total of 170 PCT applications in 2024, surpassing the
number of applications filed by any other university in South Korea. This

achievement demonstrates the rising global research competitiveness

Top PCT Applicants by Educational Institution
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of SNU, as the university continues to translate its technology-based
research outcomes into international intellectual property (IP) rights.

The PCT is a patent application system that allows an applicant to seek
patent protection in multiple countries through a single international pat-
ent application. This system is widely recognized as being a key interna-
tional framework for monetizing research outcomes globally. The WIPO,
which administers this system, is an agency of the United Nations that
oversees international schemes for patents, trademarks, and industrial
designs.

According to the announcement by the WIPO, the world's top ten univer-
sities in PCT applications include the University of California at Berkeley
(first), Stanford University (seventh), the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (eighth), and the National University of Singapore (tenth). South
Korea has maintained its fourth-place global ranking for five consecutive
years, reaching a total of 23,851 applications in 2024, right behind
universities in China, the United States, and Japan. In this competition,
South Korea recorded a 7.1% annual increase, exemplifying the most
substantial advance among the world’s top five IP powerhouses.

SNU has steadily expanded its patent portfolio through its convergent
research activities and innovative technological developments, underpin-
ning industry-academia collaboration and the commercialization of tech-
nology. SNU will continue to strategically protect and utilize its IP assets,
thereby unhesitatingly growing into a world-class research university

and a leader of global innovation ecosystems.

2024 Ranking Institution Country PCT Applicants 2023 PCT Applicants 2024
1 University of California us 531 519
2 Univ. of Texas System us 217 218
3 Tsinghua University China 209 188
4q Zhejiang University China 240 175
6 Johns Hopkins University us 141 167
7 Stanford University us 180 162
8 MIT us 170 161
9 University of Michigan us 115 150
10 National Univ. of Singapore Singapore 139 130
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CNU Proves its Strategic Vision and Capabilities by Being Selected for Major National Projects
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CNU has been selected for a series of key national projects led by gov-
ernment bodies such as the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises and Startups.

First, CNU has been selected for the “RISE (Regional Innovation Hub
University Support System)” project in partnership with Gwangju Met-
ropolitan City and Jeonnam Province. This project will secure a total of
91.9 billion KRW (approximately 183.91 million KRW in 2025) in national
funding over the next five years. The consortium will establish an educa-
tion and research ecosystem linked to regional specialized industries.
Additionally, CNU has been chosen for the “2025 Leading University for
Startups Program,” securing 35.74 billion KRW over five years. CNU will
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focus on Al convergence industries and create a comprehensive startup
support system, nurture tech-based startups. This initiative aims to pro-
vide a global entrepreneurial environment for the local young talent, who
are often drawn to larger cities.

Moreover, the university has been selected for the "Science and Engi-
neering Graduate Research Living Incentive Support Program," which
will provide a total of 20.13 billion KRW in 2025, Bringing the total
support to 207 hillion KRW over X amount of years. This program aims
to offer stable research conditions for graduate students in science and
engineering fields, allowing them to focus on research without financial
= burden, further enhancing CNU's research competitiveness.

In the humanities field, the Humanities Institute of CNU has been selected
for the "2025 Humanities Korea 3.0 (HK 3.0)" project, securing 4.6 billion
KRW in research funding over the next six years. The project will explore

"pluresilience," a concept describing complex resilience in times of crisis,

expanding the public and practical applications of the humanities.
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Reviving the Spirit of May 18 and A Time of Solidarity Reshared
Across Generations at the First May 18 Historic Site
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CNU successfully concluded its first large-scale week-long event com-

memorating the May 18 Gwangju Democratic Uprising. Held from May 14

to 18, this event marked the 45th anniversary of the movement, reflecting
on the historical significance of CNU's Main Gate, the first historical site
designated for May 18. The commemorative events took place across
Gwangju, with CNU serving as a focal point.

The event was divided into two sections: the period of the National De-
mocratization Movement (May 14—16) and the National Democratization
Movement period (May 14—16). Symbolic programs, including blood dona-
tion drives, sharing rice balls, and the Democracy Peace Parade, were held
to rekindle the spirit of community solidarity.

Notable cultural programs included the “5.18 Merchandise Design Con-
test” and “Mural Painting of the Day,” along with screenings of “’May’
Films” on May 14, engaging students and citizens. The faculty and students
participated in a relay blood donation, honoring memories of the sacrifices
and solidarity during the 1980 protests. The screening of "12.12: The Day"
vividly shared the intense memories of May 1980, touching everyone who
attended.
Onthesameday,CNUheldanhonorarydoctorateceremonyforRepresenta-
tiveWooWon-sikinrecognitionofhiscontributionstorestoreconstitution-
alorder,advancedemocracy,andadvocateforvulnerablegroups.PresidentlLee-
awardedthedegree.

On May 17, the "Democracy Peace Parade" marched from the university's
Main Gate to Geumnam-ro, with around 10,000 people, including students,
faculty, labor unions, civil society organizations, and local government
representatives. The event was a powerful performance, symbolizing the
university's role as the starting point of the May 1980 democratization
movement. Some participants reflected, “The cry of May has come back to
life in today’s steps.”

On the final day, May 18, alumni from the Seoul chapter of the CNU Alum-
ni Association participated in the “Democracy Trail Tour,” retracing the
historical footsteps of democracy on campus and sharing memories and

reflections across generations.
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Jeonbuk National University Expands Enrollment in Defense Industry, Secondary Batteries, and Aerospace
“Achievements of Glocal University 30 Initiative to Lead Advanced Industrial Talent Development”
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Jeonbuk National University (JBNU) has been selected by the Ministry
of Education to expand its student enrollment in advanced fields, estab-
lishing new departments in defense industry, secondary batteries, and
aerospace engineering to strengthen collaboration with local industries.
Starting from the 2026 academic year, JBNU will secure a total of 62
new and additional student positions, including 20 in the Advanced
Defense Industry department, 30 in the Secondary Battery Engineering
department, and an increase of 12 in Aerospace Engineering (from 36 to
48 students).

This expansion goes beyond simply increasing student numbers; it
significantly enhances the university's capacity to cultivate talent with

practical skills closely aligned with industrial needs. Specifically, the

36

secondary battery, defense, and aerospace industries urgently require
specialists with advanced technical skills and practical expertise. JBNU's
proactive measures in these sectors are viewed as strategic responses
to growing industry demands.

Since its selection for the first phase of the "Glocal University 30" initia-
tive in 2023, JBNU has actively pursued a medium-to-long-term devel-
opment strategy by forming the "Jeonju-Wanju, Iksan-Jeongeup, and
Saemangeum University-Industry-City Triangle (JUIC Triangle)." JBNU
has also fortified industry-academia-research collaboration systems to
establish clusters for secondary batteries and the K-defense industry,
primarily around Saemangeum.

President Yang Oh-bong emphasized, “This increase in enroliment for
advanced fields is a concrete outcome of the innovative educational
practices and industry collaboration efforts that JBNU has undertaken
in partnership with our region. We will continue to invest in advanced
industrial fields and develop highly skilled professionals, thereby driving
future growth for both the region and the nation.”
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JBNU and Hanwha Aerospace Open HUB Specialized
Research Center
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Jeonbuk National University (JBNU) and Hanwha Aerospace have
jointly opened the "JBNU-Hanwha Aerospace HUB Specialized
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Research Center." This establishment symbolizes a significant collab-
oration between JBNU, which is actively developing the K-defense
industry, and Hanwha Aerospace, a leading enterprise in the sector.
It is expected to serve as a model for industry-academia-research
partnerships and become a strategic hub for advancing South Ko-
rea's defense industry.

Aligned with JBNU's Glocal University 30 initiative, the newly in-
augurated HUB Specialized Research Center will function as a core
platform for nurturing expert personnel in advanced defense tech-
nologies. The center will specifically focus on developing practical
technology demonstration facilities in strategic defense areas such
as precision-guided technology, advanced materials, and next-gener-
ation aircraft engines.

As part of the Glocal University 30 initiative, JBNU is committed to
fostering regional cooperation by promoting defense industries, a
strategic local sector. Starting next year, JBNU will establish South
Korea's first "Advanced Defense Industry Department" with an en-
roliment of 20 students, actively contributing to the cultivation of key
K-defense talents.

In particular, the opening of this research center marks an exemplary
convergence of academic capabilities and industrial expertise from
Hanwha Aerospace, renowned for leading South Korea's defense
exports with products such as the K-9 self-propelled howitzer and
Chunmoo multiple rocket launcher. This collaboration sets a new

benchmark for effective industry-academia cooperation.
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The ceremony to commemorate the 73rd anniversary of the founding

of Jeju National University (JNU) in 2025 was held on May 26, one day

earlier than the official date. The event, held at JNU's Aramuse Hall,
was attended by over 300 participants, including faculty and staff. The
ceremony featured an academic report, the presentation of a scholarship
certificate from the Development Fund, the Deoksan Innovation Award,
a plaque of appreciation, and a citation.

In his commemorative address, JNU President Kim Eel-hwan said, “Jeju
National University, which was established in 1952 with the hopes and
love of the people of Jeju, has grown alongside the region by nurturing
numerous talented individuals based on the values of truth and justice.
Notably, JNU received the Grand Prize in the Government Innovation
Education sector in 2004 and continues to achieve tangible results,
including ranking first in employment rates among Korea's nine national
flagship universities.”

He continued, “We now stand at a new starting point. This is @ moment
to reflect on the journey we have taken, to express our gratitude, and to
envision a future yet to be written—together. JNU will once again forge

a new path under the banner of “Together.”
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Strengthening cooperative partnerships through cultural exchanges

between students in Korea and China
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JNU, hosting a welcoming event for Chinese youth
delegation to Korea on April 24
‘Hoping to help understand the value of cooperation

between Korea and China’

Jeju National University (JNU, President Kim Eel-hwan) and the Jeju
Special Self-Governing Province held a special welcoming event on April
24 for a group of 53 young people from China, led by Yuen Mingdao. The
event took place at JNU Aramuse Hall and JNU Museum (Indahall) and
included traditional Korean performances, cultural experiences, and a
welcoming dinner.

In his welcome speech, JNU President Kim Eel-hwan said, “Korea and
China are important neighbors and partners. It is meaningful for young
people, who will lead our future, to understand each other's cultures and
build friendships.” He also added, “I hope this exchange helps the youth
of both countries respect each other’s differences and better understand
the value of working together.”

This event is part of the Korea-China Youth Exchange Project, organized
by the Korea Foundation. It was held for the first time in five years since
2019. Last year, Korean youth visited China, and this year, Chinese youth
are visiting Korea. The project gives young people from both countries
a chance to learn more about each other’s cultures and build stronger
friendships through ongoing exchanges.

Many important guests attended the event, including Yuen Mingdao,
head of the Chinese youth delegation; Chen Ji-jun, Consul General in
Jeju; Lee Jong-guk, Director of the Korea Foundation; and Kim Yang-bo,

Director of the Culture, Sports, and Education Bureau of Jeju Province.
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Ms. Yoon Geun Donates KRW
4 Billion in Real Estate to CNU
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On March 19, Ms. Yoon Geun (born in 1937),
a resident of Yeongseon-dong, Yeongdo-gu,
Busan, visited Chungnam National University
and donated a building she owns in Yeong-
do-gu, valued at 4 billion won, to President Kim
Jeong-gyeom. This marks the second-largest
individual donation in the university's history,
following the 1990 contribution by Ms. Lee
Bok-soon—uwidely known as the “Kimbab
Grandmother”—who donated real estate
worth 5 billion won and 100 million won in
cash. In her honor, Jeong Sim-hwa Hall was
later named.

Ms. Yoon enjoyed a happy family life with her
parents and two older sisters; however, her
mother passed away when she was only 3, and
her father died when she was 13. From that
point on, she had to support herself. At 17, she
married a man from the nearby Hwang family,
but their financial situation remained difficult.
At 19, she moved to Seoul without a clear plan,
making a living through various jobs such as
working in a pottery factory, housekeeping, and

peddling. While others her age pursued higher

education, Ms. Yoon had never even attended
elementary school. She could not dream of
higher education and had to be satisfied with
learning to read Korean, which she taught her-
self.

In 1970, when she was in her mid-thirties,
Ms. Yoon moved to Busan with only 500 won,
encouraged by neighbors who said, “Busan
has more jobs and warmer people than Seoul.”
She gradually saved money and, after 10 years,
started a lodging business by taking over a
two-story house near Yeongdo Namhang,
which she remodeled into the Dongnam Inn.
At the time, Busan’s economy was on the
rise, and thanks to her natural diligence and
the warm, generous character typical of
Chungcheong Province natives, the inn steadily
prospered. In 1995, she renovated the inn once
again, replacing it with a new six-story building
on the same site.

Around that time, she came across a news
report from her hometown about the passing of
Lee Bok-soon, the “Kimbap Grandmather,” and
her donation to Chungnam National University.
With a strong desire to succeed, she made a
vow: “When the time comes, | want to donate
to Chungnam National University, the national
university of my hometown.”

Ms. Yoon Geun, who has managed her own

business for over 30 years, decided to donate

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

the Dongnam Inn—a place that embodies both
her life’s history and present—to Chungnam
National University in 2025, the year she turns
88.

She said, “I'm so happy to finally fulfill a wish
I've held ever since | saw the ‘Kimbap Grand-
mother’ donate all her assets to Chungnam
National University 35 years ago,” and added, “I
hope that students at Chungnam National Uni-
versity who are struggling financially can focus
on their studies and grow into great individuals
who will lead the world.”

University President Kim Jeong-gyeom ex-
pressed his gratitude, saying, “I sincerely thank
Ms. Yoon Geun for donating a property that
reflects both her past and present. We will do
our utmost to cultivate outstanding talent in
line with her heartfelt wish—for students at
Chungnam National University, the national
university of her hometown, to focus solely on
their studies.”

The Chungnam National University Develop-
ment Fund Foundation plans to explore various
ways to utilize the real estate donated by Ms.
Yoon, valued at 4 hillion won, including its
potential use as an educational facility and

training center.
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FLirstm ﬁ;rvyfa:{ J?fﬁg{g'nmal College in 1955 and designated as a National SYIE . . . - Guided by the university’s founding values of truth-freedom-service to
Chonnam National University ersity : : L - Gyeongsang National University become a global research-oriented university
« Merged with the Jeju National University of Education in 2008. - ; ; . Six departments are ranked in the top 101~200th by the QS World
O 28l President Lee Keun-bae Become a world-class university alongside Jeju, a free international city &7 A28 President Jin-Hwe Kweon University Rankings. Elite education through the fusion
. i i i iti i ZAFLE =YY :
oA 28 EE 77 Leading national development with competitive knowledge creation BdEHE ?TA' O.}'_\TE 33 and convergence of disciplines
77, Yongbong-ro, Buk-gu, Gwangju, 61186, Korea 33, Dongjin-ro, Jinju, Gyeorlgsa:gnam*do, 52828 Koreaﬁ
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St H|Uo| HE RIS D 2 AEF < HES tZ LA, Lite A Al otet 20F St & Cifst
«AtRot Hot 01 Ol £5, S QIR FO| ™ R - - SR ALY M- 25oE- Ut 2oF 222 MECSHGNU
« 4K} AHAA|CHO| EolH BRFQIRH &b ' « Launched Gyeongsang National University on March 1, 2021
Since its foundation in 1952 the desire of the local it for hiaher educati = (Integration of GNU and Gyeongnam National University of Science and Technology)
PSS N upqn e, esweg e, O‘?a LB gr G BRelDIL == Jeju « University specializing in life sciences, aerospace engineering, nanomaterials, and chemistry
CNU has become the top flagship national university in southwestern region of Korea Jeju-do

« Selected for the “Glocal University Project™GNU, a leading global university

« CNU has led the development of Korean democracy, safeguarding in the aerospace and defense industry

the nation’s freedom, peace, democracy, and human rights
« Fostering creative convergence talents in the 4th industrial era
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