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Industrial restructuring, technological innovation, and shifting so-
cietal demands are driving a fundamental transformation in higher
education. Moving away from traditional, knowledge-centric mod-
els, universities today are championing new approaches rooted
in convergence, practical application, and societal relevance. In
response to these shifting tides, universities are unveiling a series
of specialized and newly established majors. This feature explores
the current landscape of university education, focusing on these
pioneering programs. Through examples of cross-disciplinary
learning, field-linked curricula, and major designs tailored to future
industries, we examine how universities are evolving to cultivate the

talent of tomorrow.
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College of Aerospace Engineering

Gyeongsang National University

The College of Aerospace Engineering at Gyeongsang National
University (GNU) was established in March 2024 as Korea’s first
single-discipline college dedicated to training aerospace profes-
sionals. Student enrollment increased from 107 in the founding
year to 174 in the 2025 academic year, and there are plans to ex-
pand it to 250 students in the 2027 academic year. The program
allows unrestricted interdepartmental transfers.

Through the Glocal University initiative, GNU is receiving KRW 100
billion from the Ministry of Education and KRW 53 billion from local
governments in Gyeongnam Province over five years through Feb-
ruary 2028. With this support, GNU fully covers tuition and dormi-
tory fees for all freshmen in the College of Aerospace Engineering.
Beginning in the 2026 academic year, the university will continue
full tuition support for new students and expand educational ben-
efits to enrolled students through various support programs.

To cultivate globally competitive talent, the college operates ex-
change programs with leading international institutions, includ-
ing ISAE-SUPAERO (France), Cranfield University (UK), and the
University of Mons (Belgium). It has also established Korea’s first
“CSA-Grande Ecole” model to support dual-degree programs

with top global universities. In addition, GNU offers a joint educa-
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tion program with the Department of Aerospace Engineering at
Seoul National University, providing students with advanced aca-
demic opportunities.

The college further strengthens professional training through
innovative programs such as a three-semester academic system
and integrated bachelor’'s—master’s tracks. Employment-linked
programs are operated in partnership with Korea Aerospace In-
dustries (KAl), Hanwha Systems, and regional aerospace compa-
nies, combining guaranteed employment pathways with hands-on

industry training.
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Pusan National University Establishes “University College”
to Realize Convergent Education

Full-Scale Cultivation of Advanced and Global Talent...
Students Explore Majors in Year One Before Making Their
Choice

Pusan National University has established the University Col-
lege in the 2025 academic year to break down the boundaries
between disciplines and to realize holistic education based on
convergent thinking. Unlike students admitted to traditional
individual departments within colleges, freshmen are provided
with opportunities to explore various career paths and to expe-
rience activities in different academic fields through extracur-
ricular programs. After consultations with major advisors and
faculty mentors, students select their major upon completion of
the first-year curriculum.

In 2026, the University College will operate with an enrollment
quota of 179 students for the School of Liberal Studies, 185
students for the School of Transdisciplinary Engineering, and
90 students for the Department of Applied Life and Conver-
gence Science. Separately, the Global Open Major Division for
international students will also be offered, promoting both aca-
demic convergence and internationalization.

The School of Liberal Studies allows students to select two
or more primary majors from various departments within Pu-
san National University (excluding healthcare, education, and
arts-related fields), enabling students to design their academ-
ic plans according to their desired future career paths. The
School of Transdisciplinary Engineering, the Department of
Applied Life and Convergence Science consist of four and two
majors, respectively, and focus on fields with strong interdis-
ciplinary characteristics, including engineering and applied life
sciences. After participating in various major exploration pro-
grams, students choose their primary major upon entering the
second year.

The Global Liberal Studies program recruits international stu-
dents who are capable of residing in Korea and cultivates talent
in areas such as Culture and Arts Contents, Korean Studies,
and Global Commerce.

The establishment of the University College at Pusan National

University represents a shift in the educational paradigm, re-
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storing the essence of education and positioning students as
the “subjects of learning.” This initiative is expected to further
strengthen PNU’s public mission as a national university and its

leadership in educational innovation.
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“Big Questions” that Change the Future: Seoul National
University Veritas

Veritas, a core curricular area of Seoul National University’s com-
mon core competency curriculum introduced in 2025, departs
from traditional classroom instruction. Centered on fundamental
“Big Questions” that cut across humanity, society, nature, and
technology, the program aims to cultivate critical thinking and
practical abilities through interdisciplinary inquiry and discussion.
Veritas emerged from the recognition that in a rapidly changing
society, complex challenges cannot be addressed through the
lens of a single discipline alone.

The Veritas curriculum consists of three sections: <Veritas Lecture
1>, <Veritas Lecture 2>, and <Veritas Practice>. Beginning with
the entering class of 2025, students are required to complete
at least one course from these sections. In <Veritas Lecture 1>,
designed for freshmen students, faculty and students from di-
verse academic backgrounds engage with a shared theme and
encounter different disciplinary languages and modes of thinking.
Rather than acquiring predetermined answers, students learn to
pose guestions and reconstruct them in their own words, laying
the foundation for discussion, empathy, and integrative thinking.
<Veritas Lecture 2>, intended for junior and senior students, is
an inquiry-based course in which students lead the entire pro-
cess from identifying problems to proposing solutions. Students
define emerging challenges in social, environmental, and tech-
nological change, and they produce creative works or practical

alternatives by drawing on data, research, and case analyses.

<Veritas Practice> extends learning into real-world contexts
through project-based activities that engage with concrete is-
sues faced by communities, translating academic inquiry into
practice through policy proposals, exhibitions, productions, and
other forms of applied work.

Through Veritas, Seoul National University seeks to cultivate
interdisciplinary talents who can recognize change and crisis as
“challenges to be addressed” and respond to them actively, by
providing a learning experience that begins with questions, pro-

ceeds through discussion, and moves toward practice.
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CNU Leaps from Al College to Al Campus
With Full Access to Generative Al for All Members and Struc-
tural Transformation via 'HAI-STEP’

Having pioneered university-level Al education in Korea by es-
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tablishing the nation’s first Al College, CNU has declared a “Tran-
sition to an Al Campus”—a first among universities nationwide—
and is reorganizing its entire operational structure around Al. The
strategy aims to establish Al as a fundamental tool utilized daily
by all members across education, research, and administration.
Last December, CNU began providing eight types of genera-
tive Al services free of charge to all 30,000 members, including
students, faculty, staff, and researchers. By enabling access to
major generative Al models such as ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude,
Perplexity, Grok, Llama, Mistral, and Qwen, CNU became the first
domestic institution to close the Al accessibility gap at the uni-
versity level. This measure is the first phase of the university’s “Al
Transition.”

The transition to an Al Campus focuses on structurally changing
the operational mechanisms of education, research, and admin-
istration beyond providing services. Faculty members will use Al
to create lecture materials, design courses, and develop evalua-
tion methods to enhance the quality of education, while students
will be able to apply Al throughout their learning and research. In
the field of research, the use of Al is impacting the entire process
of data analysis and thesis writing, and in administration, efficien-
cy will be increased through the automation of repetitive tasks.

The key impact of this transformation is the strengthening of
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faculty capabilities. CNU is operating a three-stage faculty Al ca-
pacity-building system named ‘HAI-STEP’ (Human-centered Al
Smart Teaching Enhancement Program). Beginning with training
programs for basic capabilities in the first stage, “Al BASIC,” the
university is now launching the second stage, “Al ADVANCED,”
which features customized practical training by discipline. This
will be followed by the third stage, “Al MASTER,” which plans
to deepen professors’ Al research and educational capabilities
through long-term training.

President Lee Keun-bae stated, “Our goal is to establish Al as a

basic capability for every member of CNU. We will complete a

model of a leading Al university that aligns with regional needs.”
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JBNU Establishes Korea’s First Department of Advanced
Defense Industry

Jeonbuk National University (JBNU) has become the first
university in Korea to establish a Department of Advanced
Defense Industry, with an approved annual enrollment of 20

students, and will begin full-scale operation this year. While

several universities in Korea have previously offered master’s
and doctoral programs related to defense studies, JBNU is the
first to establish a dedicated undergraduate department in this
field.

The establishment of the new department is part of JBNU’s
mid- to long-term strategy under the Glocal University 30 Proj-
ect, through which the university has been promoting indus-
try—academia cooperation and talent development aimed at
transforming the Saemangeum region into a strategic hub for
Korea’s defense industry.

In particular, JBNU has been working closely with key de-
fense-related organizations and companies, including the
Defense Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA), the Korea
Defense Industry Association, LIG Nex1, Hanwha Aerospace, and
Hanwha Systems. Through these collaborations, the university
took the lead last year in establishing Korea’s first Defense In-
dustry Convergence Major, reinforcing its role in defense-related
research and professional workforce development.

With the official launch of the new department, JBNU plans to
cultivate highly specialized professionals in advanced defense
technologies aligned with the university’s strategic areas of
specialization. The program aims to develop Korea’s leading
K-defense convergence talent equipped with cutting-edge
technological expertise, a strong understanding of industrial
policy, and a global perspective.

Prospects for the program are particularly strong, as more than
ten related departments are participating in the Defense In-
dustry Convergence Major established last year. These include
the Division of Advanced Materials Engineering (Metal Systems
Engineering), Mechanical Engineering, Physics, Industrial and
Information Systems Engineering, Quantum Systems Engineer-
ing, Organic Materials and Textile Engineering, the School of
Civil, Environmental, and Energy Engineering, the Department
of Resources and Energy Engineering, the Division of Advanced
Materials Engineering (Electronic Materials), and Chemical En-
gineering. Through close interdepartmental collaboration, the
program will offer in-depth coursework and hands-on labora-
tory and experimental training.

In addition, JBNU plans to form a joint curriculum council in-

volving a wide range of academic fields—including engineering,
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science, technology, economics and business administration,
social sciences and humanities, and foreign languages—and to
operate specialized expert tracks in key engineering areas such

as artificial intelligence, robotics, and semiconductors.
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JNU Secures Most GKS R&D Specialized Tracks Nationwide
-JNU’s Global research capabilities in energy, semiconduc-
tors, and Al are expected to be strengthened.

JNU(President Kim Eel-hwan) has been selected to host a spe-
cialized R&D track within the Graduate School of Global Korea
Scholarship (GKS) program for the 2026-2028 academic year.
This prestigious program is administered by the National Institute
of International Education under the Ministry of Education. JNU
notably secured 40 scholarships, the highest number among all
participating universities nationwide.

With this selection, JNU will further solidify its foundation as
a crucial hub for nurturing global talent in advanced research

fields, including energy, semiconductors, and artificial intelli-
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gence (Al) convergence.

The GKS R&D specialized track is a government-sponsored
scholarship program designed to cultivate master's and doctor-
al-level foreign research talent in high-tech fields. It provides full
scholarships funded by the Ministry of Education.

A total of 25 universities nationwide were chosen for this initia-
tive, which aims to support 403 scholarship recipients. Selected
students will receive comprehensive benefits for the entire du-
ration of their degree programs, including tuition fees, round-trip
airfare, monthly living expenses, and medical insurance, plus one
year of Korean language training.

For this specialized track at JNU, three engineering departments
were selected: Computer Engineering (10 students), Electronics
Engineering (10 students), and Mechatronics Engineering (20 stu-
dents). These selected students will complete an intensive one-year

Korean language course at JNU before commencing their master's

and doctoral studies in their respective graduate programs.
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CNU Extends Its Campus to China through Entrusted
Undergraduate Programs
Chungnam National University is advancing the establishment

of a global multicultural campus as part of its ‘Glocal University’

strategy. As a key initiative, the university has become the first
national university in Korea to establish an overseas operational
base in China to operate entrusted undergraduate education
programs.

On September 26, 2025, Chungnam National University vis-
ited Xi'an International Studies University to hold an unveiling
ceremony for its 1+3 entrusted undergraduate education base
program and to discuss on future expansion plans with President
Wu Yaowu and other officials. On September 29, the university
visited Chengdu Institute of Foreign Languages, where it signed
an agreement with President Zhang Huachun to launch a 1+3
entrusted undergraduate education program beginning in the
2026 academic year.

Chungnam National University and Xi‘an International Studies
University have jointly operated a 1+3 entrusted undergraduate
education program since 2025. Under the program, students
complete one year of Korean-language training and foundation-
al major courses in China, followed by three years of study at
Chungnam National University, ultimately earning a degree from
Chungnam National University.

This collaboration goes beyond conventional inter-university
exchange. By establishing a dedicated operational base within
partner universities in China to run entrusted undergraduate ed-
ucation programs, Chungnam National University has effectively

extended its academic presence into China. Notably, the joint
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operation of entrusted undergraduate programs with Chinese uni-
versities marks a first-of-its-kind initiative among Korea's national
universities. The initiative is particularly significant in that it creates
a stable pipeline for international student recruitment, with degree
completion at Chungnam National University guaranteed.

Chungnam National University has also established the Chun-
gnam National University—Liaocheng University Korean Language
Education Center at Liaocheng University in Shandong Province,
China, to serve as a strategic hub for recruiting international stu-
dents and providing Korean-language education. In addition, the
university operates international classes at Liaocheng Advanced
Vocational School of Finance and Economics. Currently, 45 stu-
dents, including 25 second-year and 20 first-year students, are
enrolled in these international tracks, studying Korean with the

goal of enrolling at Chungnam National University.
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CBNU: “Education Beyond Borders, Talent Beyond
Majors!”

Amidst a rapidly shifting global landscape, university education
has reached a pivotal turning point. As industrial restructuring,
technological innovation, and the global race for talent acceler-
ate, universities can no longer remain confined within traditional
academic silos. In response, Chungbuk National University is
establishing the School of International Studies to systematically
cultivate the multidisciplinary global talent required by future so-
ciety. The school will officially launch in the first semester of the
2026 academic year.

Exclusively for international students, the School will offer two
majors: Global Education and Convergence Software. This initia-
tive is more than just an expansion of departments; it represents
a fundamental shift in the educational framework, centered on

internationalization and multidisciplinary convergence.

The Global Education major focuses on analyzing educational
phenomena within diverse cultural and social contexts, and will
cultivate specialized professionals capable of addressing them. It
aims to develop global education experts who understand their
societal responsibilities and possess practical, field-oriented ex-
pertise. The Convergence Software major provides an integrated
curriculum combining software development with cutting-edge
technologies like Al, big data, and ICT. Students will gain the
practical problem-solving skills and creative thinking abilities
necessary to thrive in a fast-changing industrial environment.

Ok Kwang, Director of the International Exchange Division, stat-
ed, “The launch of the School of International Studies is a strate-
gic transformation of our entire educational system in response
to global shifts. We are committed to boosting our students'
global competitiveness through a robust, integrated international
curriculum.” In an era of change, CBNU’s new initiative offers a

comypelling vision for the future of higher education.
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Future of Al, Semiconductors, and the Defense Industry,
Kangwon National University

Kangwon National University(KNU) is accelerating the cultivation of
future talent in advanced industries such as artificial intelligence(Al),
semiconductors, and the defense sector through practice-oriented,
interdisciplinary education and close collaboration with global
companies.

KNU partnered with Google Cloud Korea to launch ‘Google@KNU;,
a formal academic program. Designed directly by Google engineers.
The curriculum will enable students to develop practical, indus-

try-ready Al competencies. In addition, Kangwon National University
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has established an interdisciplinary education environment that al-
lows students from all majors to study Al through double majors and
minors, regardless of their primary field of study

KNU has also been reselected for the ‘Software-Centered University
Program;, securing KRW 17.8 billion in funding until 2029. Further-
more, KNU was recently selected for the ‘Al Advanced Industry Talent
Training Bootcamp’ led by the Ministry of Science and ICT. Through
this initiative, a total of KRW 6.4 billion will be invested over the next
five years to operate specialized tracks such as cloud-based Al ser-
vices and medical Al.

In collaboration with Amazon Web Services(AWS), KNU is also pro-
moting the development of cloud, Al, and big data-based micro-de-
gree programs, industry-linked Al expert training, and regionally
specialized joint research initiatives.

In the semiconductor sector, the university has secured a total
project budget of KRW 78 billion by beung selected for the ‘Semi-
conductor Specialized University Support Program’ and the ‘Joint
Semiconductor Research Center Aid’ Centered on the Wonju Cam-
pus, KNU plans to establish a semiconductor convergence major as
a double major by 2028.

KNU was first in Korea to establish the Department of Digjtal Military
Science and Technology in 2023, offering specialized curricula fo-
cused on Al-based weapons system maintenance optimization and
military data analysis. In parallel, the Advanced Military Science and

Technology Institute, which includes four centers covering defense
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Al, semiconductors, information security, and robotics, was selected
for the Ministry of Education’s ‘Glocal Lab Consortium Program’ The
institute is carrying out the Defense Technology Protection Research
Institute project, a nine-year initiative with KRW 21.6 billion support,
and is leading efforts to standardize defense security technologies,

including the development of the K-RMF(Korean Risk Management

Framework for Defense Cybersecurity).
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Kyungpook National University, Transforming the Future
of Industry Talent through the College of Advanced
Technology Convergence

Kyungpook National University (KNU) is accelerating the devel-
opment of future industry leaders, with the College of Advanced
Technology Convergence at its core. KNU has achieved the largest
increase in enrollment capacity among universities nationwide in
advanced technology fields, adding 113 seats in 2025 and 294 seats
in 2024. In 2024, KNU expanded and reorganized its existing conver-
gence studies division to establish the College of Advanced Technol-
ogy Convergence, launching new programs such as the School of
Space Engineering, the Department of Smart Mobility Engineering,
and the Department of Innovative Drug Development. Beginning in
the 2025 academic year, all 250 admitted students will be enrolled
without a declared major, allowing them to strengthen foundational
competencies and explore career paths during their first year, and
then freely choose their major upon entering their second year.

Areas of Specialization

The School of Space Engineering fosters experts in the space industry
through interdisciplinary convergence education, encompassing
aerospace, robotics, artificial intelligence, and defense industries.
Based on a specialized curriculum and experimental and demon-
stration infrastructure, the school is also contributing to the establish-
ment of a regional space engineering cluster.

The Department of Smart Mobility Engineering cultivates leaders
in future automobiles and intelligent robotics by integrating Al,
Big Data, and loT with electrical, electronic, and mechanical engi-

neering. The department operates co-op style projects and living

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

lab courses, strengthening field-oriented education through col-
laboration with domestic and international universities and local
communities.

The Department of Innovative Drug Development focuses on nurtur-
ing specialists in new drug research and development required by the
pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries. Through interdisciplin-
ary education combining medicine, pharmacy, and natural sciences,
as well as integrated bachelor’s-master’s programs, the department
develops key talent to lead future drug innovation.

The Department of Biomedical Convergence Engineering combines
engineering, life sciences, and medicine to research precision diag-
nostics and personalized treatment technologies. Through conver-
gence education covering diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of
diseases, the department fosters next-generation leaders in the bio-
medicalfield.

The Department of Robotics Engineering leads education and re-
search integrating Al and robotics technologies, advancing fields
such as humanoid robots and medical and industrial robotics. With
advanced research equipment and practice-oriented education, the
department is producing talent that will drive the future of the robot-

icsindustry.
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National Flagship Universities
Seek Financial Solutions for a
Sustainable Future
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The Council of Presidents of National Flagship Universities (KNU10)
held its first regular meeting of 2026 on Friday, January 30, at the
Jeju Booyoung Hotel. The council addressed critical issues regarding
the sustainable development of higher education and the future of
flagship institutions.

The core agenda focused on relaxing implementation standards for

the National University Development Project. The Council acknowl-

edged that university finances have structurally deteriorated due to
two decades of a freeze on tuition fees and a sharp decline in the
school-age population. Members shared concerns that the current
rigid financial framewaork hinders the ability to maintain the research
and educational excellence required for future societal shifts.
Since 2009, stagnant tuition revenues have failed to keep pace with
rising costs. Currently, operating expenses—including utilities and
basic management—account for over 95% of university accounting
budgets, and the financial burden on universities is increasing year
by year. This leaves little to no room for mid-to-long-term educational
innovation or research investment, a shared crisis among all national
flagship universities.
To address these constraints, the Council reached a consensus on
the following recommendations for the Ministry of Education:- In-
crease Spending Flexibility: Raise the current 20% limit on operating
expense spending within the National University Development Proj-
ect to 30%.- Multi-year Budgeting: Shift from a single-year funding
model to a multi-year framework to support long-term strategic
goals.
- Early Fund Allocation: Ensure earlier notification of formula-based
funding and prompt distribution of incentive budgets to enhance

project stability.

Through this meeting, the council discussed not only financial issues
but also response strategies to changes in the education system. To
ensure the successful implementation of the Open Major System,
fully introduced starting the 2024 academic year, presidents shared
operational data and emphasized the need for better human and
physical infrastructure to ensure its success. Key discussions includ-
ed mitigating student concentration in popular majors and support-
ing traditionally marginalized disciplines.

Furthermore, the Seoul National University (SNU) Regional Talent
Development Team presented a model for a "hyper-regional” higher
education network by sharing SNU's infrastructure with other flag-
ship universities and collaboration among them. This model aims
to bridge the gap between the capital and regional areas while
strengthening South Korea's overall global competitiveness in higher
education.

This meeting was significant as it moved beyond simple requests for
more funding, focusing instead on systemic and structural reforms.
Amid rapidly changing demographic structures and industrial envi-
ronments, a more flexible and stable financial ecosystem is essential
for national universities to remain hubs for regional innovation and
balanced national development. It remains to be seen how the Coun-

cil's discussions will reshape future policies for national universities.
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Gyeongsang National University Successfully Operates Integrated
Leadership Program in Aerospace and Defense
Korea’s First Presenting a New Educational Model Linking Regional and National Strategic Industries

]
=z
m
x
C
wn
Ny
(@}
N
[6)]
40
-
ook
O
oT U
Pl
S
M
™
o
i
X
k
>
0
Hu
0
i}
ot
il

=

[Sh= | — —

gHICE

‘NEXUS'E X[-Ab8HH-th- S HZsHs 2K S{2E8 X|ekstH, Oj2H A=l

O DSBS PHUCL STUT HH KF21,

245 ot oot Kj2IE B OjRIE IR0, SRESU|EYS Hekdt
ystz2IoR Susicy

S0 BEIIE, 3 WAL, S92 5 6001 1 7|2 O 2 ot oist
HES N HE 17| USE2 D EY, HE N9 3R SR A S
212} 8 2ICIS 2 7o) 1 IO 2 S5 2 ST A HntE
OIBOIIC 2l FBBH X, O BB TR 4%, 012
o 2[=0tEl B2(0}ChE S2hel 21 HEIHS| 2ol opteolel 7
ST YES £t

USHARE] 2BAPIX| HPIEQR SYE O OtIDls Tet mg

= %
0f, X|of LT MRS OfZ WY HIEYSS TEYUCH= WIS 2D

IE-I| _|_ - O =
ULt =2 A0 M= 24F2| =2 HO[ HIZ T,

AT EF2 “NEXUS ot7tH|0)= HEHAIEE Sall =7+ 2t sy
2 PAlishs T2f ZSE0RIH “BY=EE Y2 E K& Itseh o
2 MENAI S 2ol thietRl= @ TS el el =ofs ARSI

n
ati

0
finl

22

Gyeongsang National University (GNU) has successfully operated the
nation’s first integrated executive leadership program in the aerospace
and defense sector, presenting a new educational model that connects
regional innovation with national strategic industries.

As part of the Ministry of Education’s Glocal University 30 initiative,
GNU successfully conducted the “NEXUS 2025 Aerospace and Defense
Strategy Academy” from September to December 2025. From its launch,
the academy drew significant attention as Korea's first strategic program
jointly organized by GNU's Gyeongnam Aerospace and Defense Institute
of Science and Technology (GADIST), the Korea Aerospace Industries
Assaciation, and global defense company Lockheed Martin Korea.

The name “NEXUS" reflects the academy's vision of serving as a
strategic hub that connects government, industry, academia, research
institutes, and the military. The curriculum was structured around four
core pillars: future society and security; advanced science and future
industries; policy and management; and humanities and social sciences.
Key topics directly related to national security—such as aerospace pol-
icy, the KF-21 fighter program, satellite communications, and K-defense
export strategies—were explored through an advanced program com-
bining expert lectures, discussions, and networking.

In particular, the first cohort was selected through a rigorous screening
process involving more than 60 institutions, including government agen-
cies, the military, defense companies, and research organizations. The
participants—comprising senior military officers, high-ranking govern-
ment officials, and executives from defense-related industries—demon-
strated strong engagement throughout the program and generated

tangible outcomes. Lectures by leading experts from Korea and abroad,

including Kyung-won Noh, Vice Administrator of the Korea Aerospace
Administration; Sang-cheol Lee, President of the Korea Aerospace Re-
search Institute; and Won-ik Lee, CEO of Lockheed Martin Korea, further
enhanced the academy’s expertise and overall quality.

Systematically operated from the entrance ceremony to the graduation
ceremony, the academy went beyond conventional education and was
widely praised for establishing a “one-team” leadership network to drive
the regional aerospace industry. A total of 24 participants successfully

completed the program.

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

President Jin-Hwe Kweon stated, “The NEXUS Academy is a strategic
platform that seeks solutions to national challenges through collective
intelligence,” adding, “Gyeongsang National University will continue to
build a sustainable cooperation ecosystem and lead the advancement of

Korea's aerospace and defense industries.”

23



K-NU10 gI¥List A2 Member News

HACSH

Pusan National University

KA, Al CHEIEH A1 2 224 715
PNU-AX F2h ME 3 P4 AIS RS2 2l i

Pusan National University Launches Full-Scale Al Transformation
Announces “PNU-AX Strategy” and Opens “JYS Al Nexus Institute”
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In 2026, marking its 80th anniversary, Pusan
National University (PNU) is leading innovation
in higher education by fully integrating artificial
intelligence (Al) across education, research,
and administration through the “PNU AX Trans-
formation.”

On December 30, 2025, PNU officially launched

the “"PNU-AX Transformation Strategy” and
inaugurated the JYS (Jang Yeong-sil) Al Nexus
Institute at the campus IT Building, establishing
a full-scale operational framework for Al-based
research, education, and industry-academia
innovation. The event aimed to present a
standard model for university AX in line with
the public mission and responsibilities of na-
tional universities in the Al era, while fostering
outcomes linked to regional, industrial, and

societal development. On the same day, PNU

unveiled its mid-to-long-term AX strategy
(A.U.R.A) under the vision of “PNU Core AXIS -
the central axis in the Al era.”

The newly established JYS Al Nexus Institute
serves as a hub for convergent research con-
necting core Al technologies with industrial and
societal problem-solving. It promotes Al tech-
nology research, project-based problem-solving,
industry-academia collaboration, talent culti-
vation, and the establishment of domestic and

international networks.
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In conjunction with the institute’s launch, PNU
signed industry-academia-research agreements
with Samsung Heavy Industries, Eunsung Medi-
cal Foundation, and the Korea Institute of Mate-
rials Science to establish Al-based joint research
centers in the shipbuilding, medical, and mate-
rials sectors. Through these initiatives, PNU is
positioning itself as a national hub for Al-driven
integration of academia and industry, reinforcing
its role as a leading research-oriented national

university in the Southeast region.
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PNU Establishes Joint Research Lab with Germany’s Fraunhofer
Strengthening Korea-Germany Research Cooperation and Expanding the Global Innovative R&D Ecosystem
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Pusan National University (PNU) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on De-
cember 1, 2025, to establish the "PNU-Fraun-
hofer IKTS Joint Lab." Fraunhofer is Europe's
largest applied science research organization,
operating 76 institutes and centers across Ger-

many.

PNU and the Fraunhofer Institute have agreed
to combine their respective R&D capabilities
to build a joint research platform and maintain
long-term cooperation in strategic fields, such
as next-generation battery technology, Al-
based manufacturing innovation, and sustain-
able green technology. To achieve this, both

institutions plan to cooperate on:

A Establishment and operation of a Joint Lab.
ADiscovery of joint research projects and fu-
ture strategic technologies.

Almplementation of researcher exchange and
educational programs.

/A Expansion of technology commercialization
and industrial cooperation.

ABuilding a sustainable, long-term partnership.
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SNU Takes a Leap Toward Global Leadership
with the Official Launch of the “Office of Global Affairs”
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Seoul National University officially launched its Office of Global Affairs
on January 1, 2026. By reorganizing its former Office of International
Affairs (OlA)into the new Office of Global Affairs (0GA), SNU announced
its commitment to strengthening internationalization as part of its vision
to become a globally leading university. The OGA will take on a role as a
practical and comprehensive system driving internationalization across
education, research, public engagement, and administration, responding
proactively to the demands of the times.

The Office of Global Affairs has been reorganized under the supervision
of the Executive Vice President for Planning and Communication and
now operates with a two-division structure: thelnternational Cooperation
Division and the International Education Division.On January 9, Seoul
National university held an official launch ceremony to announce the
establishment of its new internationalization organization both internally
and externally.

The Office of Global Affairs serves as the central coordinating body for
the university’s internationalization efforts, overseeing everything from
international strategy planning and global exchange to support services
for international members. Its key functions include cultivating globally
competent talent, operating scholarship programs for international stu-
dents, supporting international students and faculty, expanding global
partnership platforms, building international and transdisciplinary re-
search networks, and implementing global public engagement programs.
In its first year of launch, the Office of Global Affairs plans to establish
the International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) center to actively
attract and support international talent. By providing systematic support

from initial settlement to daily life assistance for international members,
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the university aims to strengthen the foundation of its global campus.

In addition, the Office strategically integrates inbound programs—such
as the International Summer Program (ISP) and exchange and visiting
student programs—uwith outbound initiatives including the SNU in the
World Program (SWP), Study Abroad Program (SAP), and global intern-
ship programs, in order to cultivate globally competent talent.

Expanding global partnership platforms is also a key priority. SNU plans
to qualitatively enhance its networks with leading universities. Further-
more, it plans to strengthen solidarity with the international community
by scaling up global public engagement programs that integrate educa-
tion and service.

Kim Taekyoon, the inaugural Vice President of the Office of Global Af-
fairs, presented an internationalization vision titled the “3G Initiatives.”
The vision centers on expanding global networks (Global Network) and
nurturing innovative leaders (Global Leadership) who are actively en-
gaged with the world (Global Engagement), building on Seoul National
University's excellence and global competitiveness.

In his congratulatory remarks at the launch ceremony, SNU President
Ryu Honglim remarked, “internationalization is not an ancillary undertak-
ing of the university, but the foundation that underpins everything Seoul
National University does,” adding that “the Office of Global Affairs will
serve as the substantive framework for driving university-wide interna-

tionalization.”
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CNU Accelerates Cultivation of Future Industry Talent Linking Semiconductors and Manufacturing DX
With Successive Establishment of Practical Education and Research Hubs in
Partnership with Global Companies
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CNU is actively embarking on the cultivation of talent for future indus-
tries, positioning semiconductor packaging and the digital transforma-
tion (DX) of manufacturing as its two central pillars. Through strategic
cooperation with global companies, CNU is establishing “practical
industry-academic cooperation hubs” that directly connect industrial
sites with education and research, thereby formalizing a region-based
national strategic industry talent development model.

Recently, CNU officially launched the CNU-Amkor Semiconductor Pack-
aging Technology Joint Research Institute in collaboration with Amkor
Technology Korea. This establishes a hub for industry-academic coop-
eration that simultaneously conducts research and talent development
in the packaging sector, which is considered a core technology in the
era of high-performance and high-integration semiconductors. The joint
research institute is equipped with semiconductor packaging equipment
identical to that used in actual industrial sites, allowing students and
researchers to perform practical research and education. Joint research
in key national strategic areas, such as automotive and Al semiconductor
packaging technologies and Al-based intelligent process improvement,

will also be pursued.

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

Before this, CNU partnered with AutoForm Engineering Korea, a world-
class engineering software company, to open the AutoForm Glocal In-
dustrial Technology Hub Center, ramping up efforts to cultivate talent for
manufacturing digital transformation and Al-based process innovation.
Through this agreement, CNU received a donation of 20 licenses for the
full suite of AutoForm modules (valued at approximately 60 billion KRW).
The university will conduct practical and practice-oriented education
that simulates metal forming manufacturing processes—ranging from
design to production and quality management—mbased on digital twins.
This represents the largest scale of software support among domestic
universities.

These two initiatives employ a strategy of transplanting the technology
and capabilities required by industrial sites directly into university educa-
tion and research, aiming to cultivate “ready-to-work talent” who can be
deployed to the field immediately upon graduation. CNU is broadening
its spectrum of talent development across future industries by training
advanced semiconductor back-end process experts through the Semi-
conductor Packaging Joint Research Institute and manufacturing DX/Al-
based process innovation experts through the AutoForm Hub Center.
These hubs are particularly significant as they are closely aligned with
the regional industrial infrastructure. While semiconductor packaging
and automotive/mold-centered manufacturing are core industries of
the Gwangju and Jeonnam regions, they face limitations due to a weak
professional workforce base relative to the speed of technological transi-
tion. CNU is resolving these operational problems through education and
research via cooperation with global companies, while simultaneously
promoting the retention of regional talent and the strengthening of the

industrial ecosystem.
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Jeonbuk National University (JBNU) has begun full-scale implementa-
tion of an AX (Al Transformation) industry initiative centered on Physical
Al led by its Physical Al Convergence Technology Project Group.

On January 26, the group conducted an on-site performance inspection
of the “Preliminary Verification Project for the Jeonbuk AX Initiative” at
JBNU's Manufacturing Technology Demonstration Lab (Creative Building
2). The inspection was attended by key figures, including Vice Prime
Minister and Minister of Science and ICT Bae Kyung-hoon. The event
was designed to review and share the foundations and outcomes estab-
lished through the 2025 Proof of Concept (PoC) phase, ahead of the full-
scale launch of the Jeonbuk AX Project in 2026.

The first phase of the Jeonbuk AX Project, the Physical Al Proof
of Concept (PoC) Project, was carried out over five months from
August to December 2025 with a government investment of KRW
21.9 billion. The project was led by JBNU in collaboration with
the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST),
Sungkyunkwan University, Hyundai Motor Company, Jeonbuk Techno
Park, and the CAMTIC Institute of Technology, along with regional
manufacturing companies including DH Autolead, Donghae Metal,
and Daeseung Precision.

The core objective of the PoC project was to verify the practical
applicability of Physical Al technologies in real manufacturing envi-
ronments. To this end, JBNU established a Manufacturing Technol-
ogy Demonstration Lab that faithfully replicates actual production
processes.

Located on the second floor of Creative Building 2, the lab spans a total
area of 846 square meters and was developed with KRW 5.15 billion in
government funding. More than a conventional research facility, the lab

serves as a full-scale demonstration infrastructure equipped with both

EETEH-QJ_JI- HIT AIARLE A AT S22 IS 2B -DAHIENX 3 HE & simultaneous validation of testing and production scenarios under condi-
. . . g oSt RO A Z2H0|CE Al-2 24| 7t HYXIst CIX"HE tions identical to those of real factories.

Jeonbuk National University 278 S8 MES a2 Sl 3T 558 HARICE 2o, LHES- The P-Zone (Production Zone) is a flexible manufacturing space that

YL ALIZ|RE ABSIEE FSTICEH integrates AMRs (Autonomous Mobile Robots), industrial robots, collab-

orative robots, and vision systems to implement the entire production
process—from material supply to processing, assembly, inspection, and
output. Through human—robot—equipment collaborative intelligence and
digital twin-based integrated MES connectivity, the zone enables re-
al-time monitoring of process flows and validation of high-mix, low-vol-
ume production scenarios.

The I-Zone (Innovation Zone) is designed to support data collection and
Sim-to-Real validation using humanoid robots, mobile dual-arm robots,
quadruped robots, manipulators, and motion capture equipment. It pro-
vides an experimental environment for testing and validating next-gen-
eration core Physical Al technologies, including multimodal and LLM-
based manipulation, multi-robot collaboration, and teleoperation-based
data acquisition in real-world settings.

JBNU President Yang Oh-bong emphasized that the PoC project “demon-
strated that Physical Al can move beyond the research stage and operate
effectively in real industrial environments,” adding, “By bringing together
industry, academia, research institutions, and government—centered on

Jeonbuk—we will build a core hub for manufacturing AX in Korea.”
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JNU's Kwak Hyeon-ju, Wins

'2025 Korea Talent Award---

Communicating with the world through
writing that goes beyond limits

32
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Kwak Hyeon-ju, a senior in the Department of Korean Language Educa-
tion at JNU College of Education, has been named a winner of the "2025
Korea Talent Award," hosted by the Ministry of Education and organized
by the Korea Scholarship Foundation.

The "Korea Talent Award" recognizes and celebrates exceptional young
talents who pioneer their own paths, achieve outstanding accomplish-
ments, and demonstrate consideration for others and a strong sense of
community.

Kwak received this honor after being recommended by the JNU Disabled
Student Support Center (Director Hyun Mi-yeol). She has pioneered a
way to fully communicate with the world through writing, transforming
her disability into a catalyst for growth.

As a wheelchair user, she attributed her ability to concentrate on her
studies to the personalized travel and academic support provided by the
JNU Disabled Student Support Center. With the systematic support of
JNU, she published her novel, "Do It Coffee, | Brew My Heart," and suc-
cessfully completed her practical teaching semester, demonstrating her

unique capabilities as an aspiring educator.
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Oh Yeong-eun & Kim Seo-yeon
from JNU Fish Pathology Lab Win

Ministerial Award for
Student Science & Technology
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Oh Yeong-eun, a Ph.D. student in Marine Life Sciences at JNU's College of
Ocean Sciences and affiliated with the Fish Pathology Laboratory, along with
Kim Seo-yeon, an undergraduate student majoring in Aquatic Life Medicine,
(supervision of Prof. Jeong Joon-bum) were honored at the "2025 Korean
Women's Science and Technology Awards." They received the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Education Award (General Category) at the cere-
mony, organized by the Korea Women's Science and Technology Foundation
(WISET) on December 1, 2025.

The research team, led by Oh Yeong-eun, conducted a study to scientifical-
ly verify the antiviral efficacy of an extract from Humulus japonicus. This
research garnered significant attention for suggesting the possibility of con-

trolling viruses using natural substances.
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Chungnam National University Sets All-Time Record with KRW 11.4 billion in 2025 Donations

ot

CHaf ot 20254 Bt 59k 114 219
25 S AT Ol= SHUH GAtY
O|H, S =7 PAE=EH S 1919 GHOICL

2| 2AHTho] 20251 Yo |2 22

Z0H 114 2| G1HE AT, OTt

ot
T
o

bt

N
o
&

ot 12
arC
='_‘=_._
|'|_|II
r
J

fjo
ot
ot
rot

Ral
bt
i

© Xt 20133 98 o 2 11H72H114

—
aoKol

Alof], MSTHE XISt 971 =7 HAE=EH S 1

(2] gt

bZde S 733 At &

on 1R
rio
o
ay
rok

40

ETHoll= RIfel 38, B2 MY

ol ofy
10
N
(@]
12
o
0x

4T

St 715, XF e ofAre| 3¢

rio
40
e
A Ok

Dt

SXPHES| 7|t oloNle, HEAE &

’

D on
e
o oX
0|
o )a
mu rjo ol

155132 210}1,0009 10| 4D

N

rx
0E
ot
fin]

A
T

, SHtiE =20 & /LK 2

am o up
o
o
o
Fl
)
rir

0 HI
A
Pt
Hd
ol
140
re

g -

oo

[

fjo 1ot

_‘:; El

el

H i

¥0 O

0 e

2 oo

S

ol 1l

i
A
I
1o
gt
N

d
=]
il
=3
=}
Jh
o>
X
%
mjo
=
Y

34

SHUE 4398 0| Fet Xt 20241 4
0|2 H[29| YFU0|(—=}—K) 252! RICE

UPI RISE UP! 4|20, X{Skeo] Helo| OFEE K|

’

ISH= “Melo| s Mol shap He o|g g
12 22 XY, 7|5 7|1eAT M| 5 £
2 7|20l Hojgt 4 Q=S Chsh Amels ™
JHst Qct

LHA B2 “2025' Bslf 1149 o| &F7|
2T 2 AR A B P YR E2
X0l SHUCHE Atsl F4 2E 29| g &
270[2tH “SEho] 20iF4Al gl 2Esb|
feH xS CrspICy T Ughct

Chungnam National University raised KRW
11.4 billion in development funds during 2025,
marking the largest amount ever recorded in
the university's history. The achievement also
ranked first among the nation’s nine flagship

national universities.

A review of the 2025 fundraising results by the
Chungnam National University Development
Fund Foundation shows that the university
raised KRW 11.4 billion in donations over the
year of 2025. The previous fundraising record
was KRW 9.8 billion, set in 2013. Raising KRW
11.4 billion in a single year marks the largest
fundraising total in the university's 73-year
history and ranks first among the nation’s nine
flagship national universities, excluding Seoul
National University.

Chungnam National University has seen a
steady stream of generous contributions from
benefactors. In March of last year, Ms. Yoon
Geun donated real estate valued at approxi-
mately KRW 4 billion, while Ms. Ji Myeong-sil
pledged KRW 300 million through a notarized
will. Marking the first anniversary of his inaugu-

ration, President Kim Jeong-kyum demonstrated

leadership through a personal donation of KRW
10 million to the university’s development fund.

Notably, Chungnam National University honors
its benefactors through the Chungnam National
University Memorial Park, the only donor memo-
rial park owned among national universities in
Korea. The park commemorates distinguished
benefactors, including the late Lee Bok-sun (fa-
mously known as the Gimbap Grandmather for

donating her land), as well as the late Sung Ok-

sim and the late Lee Hyeon-ju.

Since President Kim Jeong-kyum took office in
April 2024, Chungnam National University has
been launching diverse initiatives to make giving
more accessible to everyone. These include: the
‘RICE UP! RISE UP!" Campaign, a modem revival
of the historic lldu lImi (One Mal of Rice) move-
ment; the ‘Happiness for One Thousand Won'
Campaign, which supports affordable breakfasts

for students; support for department-level anni-

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

versary fundraising initiatives; and the installa-
tion of donation kiosks across campus.

President Kim Jeong-kyum stated, “the suc-
cessful fundraising total of KRW 11.4 billion in
2025 was made possible by the strong support
of the Chungnam National University commu-
nity, local residents, and all those who have
shown their affection for the university.” He
added, “We will continue to do our utmost to

repay this trust and support.”

FIHE ZIHE=EO S 19

Ranks 1st in Graduate Employment Rate Among Flagship National Universities
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Chungnam National University has officially re-
corded the highest graduate employment rate
among Korea's flagship national universities.

According to the results of the 2024 Higher
Education Institution Graduate Employment
Statistics announced by the Ministry of Educa-

tion and the Korean Educational Development

Institute on December 31, 2025, Chungnam
National University achieved an employment
rate of 61.1%. Out of 2,819 employment-el-
igible graduates, 1,721 successfully secured
employment.

Although the university’s employment rate
edged down slightly from the previous year
(64.1%), it remained about three percentage
points higher than the average employment
rate of 58.1%, ranking first among the nine
flagship national universities.

President Kim Jeong-kyum stated, “Chun-

gnam National University possesses top-tier
employment competitiveness among flagship
national universities, and we are developing
and operating a wide range of programs to
support our students” employment.” He further
emphasized, “We will continue to expand our
career support services not only for our current
students but also for local young people. By
doing so, we aim to increase the regional re-
tention rate and fulfill our mission as a flagship
national university that grows alongside the

local community.”

35



K-NU10 gI¥List A2 Member News

xHErus
SEet

NOVA APERIQ

L)

Chungbuk National University

<

S5, 20263 HA| AWE 7.710H 1

ZAHE=EC 9 A= 19

CBNU Records 7.71:1 Competition Rate for 2026 Regular Admissions-
Ranked 1st among National Flagship Universities for 9 consecutive years
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Chungbuk National University announced that
as of the application deadline at 7 PM on De-
cember 31, a total of 5,759 applicants applied
for 747 spots for the 2026 regular admissions,
resulting in an average competition rate of
7.71:1. This figure is the highest among Na-
tional Flagship Universities, securing CBNU's
top position for the ninth year in a row.

By admission group, Group A saw 2,734 ap-

plicants for 408 spots (6.7:1), while Group B
recorded 1,913 applicants for 281 spots (6.81:1).
Notably, the newly introduced Group C drew
significant attention, recording a high compe-
tition rate of 19.17:1 with 1,112 applicants for
just 58 spots.

In terms of specific programs, the Human-

ities and Social Sciences Autonomous Major
in the Creative Convergence College posted
the highest rate at 24.64:1. The Natural Sci-
ences Autonomous Major also saw strong
interest at 17.19:1. Additionally, within
the Group B CSAT-based selection, the De-

partment of Pharmacy and Department of

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

Pharmaceutical Sciences recorded rates of

21.33:1 and 16:1, respectively.
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CBNU Ranks 1st in 2025 NCSI Among National Flagship Universities--

EECfSiIE SRAMY R} SES 20251

NCSIE7|I2BH5E) ZAfol 2P iEaec)

Sl 7)E FeThel S 25 1912 2ARCHD

ST Ol ZEARS K 1074 RRcHELS CHAS

o2 FMHOH, NSUHE Felst bz

et 94 B SE0he 2m S70| p DIEE
o

.I
2

ok 4
ofn

S 7|=S3CL TN = -V 1Ee2E

aln
0=
lo
[
mjo

> S
o> 9

Bz

[N /TR D

£ o

al
N

)_

2

o

=

to

sl

tR

Ok

gl

(™

oot

0r

njo

al
b

Ot

oo
0

n

ol
|

Hu
o
ox
HI
x
%
ra
It
|.|-|
oA
D\.I
i)

=
o
i
o

CBNU announced that it achieved joint first
place alongside Chonnam National University
in the 2025 National Customer Satisfaction In-
dex (NCSI) survey, specifically among National
Flagship Universities. Conducted by the Korea

Productivity Center, the survey evaluated 10

Top-tier student satisfaction levels

national universities. Excluding Seoul National
University, CBNU recorded the highest satis-
faction levels among the nine regional flagship
institutions. Among all national universities,
it ranked joint second, reflecting a significant
boost in perceived student satisfaction.

The NCSI is a comprehensive assessment of
university operations, including education, ad-
ministration, and student support. It involves
one-on-one interviews with approximately

2,000 students (200 per institution).

CBNU has shown a steady climb in NCSI rank-
ings by actively integrating student feedback
through initiatives like 'Gap-Zero Day' and stu-
dent monitoring groups. In addition, based on
previous data, CBNU continues to enhance the
student experience through systematic quality
management and targeted improvements in

administrative services.
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in stages, thereby creating a foundation for
mutual growth between regional industries

and the university.

President Jae Yeon Jeong stated, “This agree-
ment will serve as a model for how national

flagship universities can design the future

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

together with their regions. KNU will actively
fulfill its role to contribute and solve regional

challenges and driving innovative growth.”

KNU and Gangwon Province Establish Nation’s First Cooperative Model
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for Fostering Specialized Research Universities

develop a research-oriented university aligned
with regional strategic industries.

This agreement was initiated in line with
the government’s “Five Hubs, Three Special”
Mega-Regional Growth Strategy and the
Ministry of Education’s policies to strengthen
regional universities. The goal is to establish
a foundation to cultivate high-level research
talent capable of driving Gangwon Province's
core industries. Notably, the agreement carries
strong symbolic significance as the first case of

an independently formed partnership between

Zelohsti of HUERHIK|E I HEZZIH E ZigSEZ s/t a national flagship university and a local gov-
Aot HICHEY 248 ot FZ A oIS Ueltf= 0|0| HIO| @, HHE=X|, HAU9|R & XX ernment aimed at proactively responding to
BAHIISSICL T2k 20f0f| CHet Eot T dEFS 2tE1 Q1o national policy directions.
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HEoM HPHS M ZSt, X FEZkAdDt RIS SRSt TR O = ETEOZM, X|[H cooperate in Aidentifying and intensively
HASH AR A CHE 2 40| 25 CHE8H L P | AT} CHSHO | AbA EFRSE 2 Ol= J|HES ZRAYSH fostering specialized research fields linked
23t Bi&lo|C to regional strategic industries /\expanding
O|tH gJofe HEO| ‘5= 3E X LM METEP R ZES “OH Tieke HEZAZICHSHo| X|Y shared use of university infrastructure and
I} MSEo| X|RICHSH 4 Hxhof| ghakx| 24ele 1} $H| O|2HE AABH= 2Eo| 2 Z470[2tH, “X| joint research /\establishing support systems
MRS Heg ug AT QR b oRE 0 ot sED SAEFl| TSk HE A to encourage outstanding talent to settle in
st = F KoM =ZIHCE E8| 2T H=2E] SO 2 AQ| Hehe R eS| ZICE 1 Bhsdrt the region. Through these efforts, they aim
CHSt} R|HEREX|EHM| Ot HE O] Sk S A28 & to enhance the research competitiveness of
2 M| MrEHe 2 iSste A A2 A4F KNU and Gangwon Province are officially — universities in Gangwon Province and build a
‘go| Ack launching the nation’s first cooperative model sustainable talent development system.

Siofof| [}2} Qf 7|22 AX|E HFAMADF HA[SE 1o foster a specialized research university at a KNU already possesses specialized research
Sdot AT 2oFd= 8 HE S4 Allst o= national flagship level. capabilities in regional strategic fields such as
2t 37 3 3sAT =l AR RSl XY H On Monday, December 8", 2025, the two insti-  biotechnology, semiconductors, and precision
F SEE e XY HiA| 0HH Sof| 2i=dsA| € tutions signed a Memorandum of Understand- medicine. Moving forward, KNU plans to form
C} 0|2 Eol Y2l LHCHEEQ| HL S ing (MOU) at the KNU Chuncheon Campus ~ a working-level consultative body to develop
=0|10, X&oHseH QIR U4 MERAHIS T=6t= Administration Building, agreeing to jointly  executable detailed tasks and implement them

38

Strengthening Globalization Capacity: From Scholarships and Visas to Long-Term Settlement—
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“A University Where Global Talent Stays”

x5 X8l 5 2Bl K5 Kigd
Z7=lolc,

KNU is strengthening its internationalization
capacity by building a globalization model that
supports the recruitment and long-term settle-
ment of outstanding global talent.

KNU has been selected as a newly designated
partner university for the Samsung Dream
Scholarship Foundation’s "Global Hope Schol-
arship Program,. Beginning in the first semes-
ter of the 2026 academic year, KNU will be
able to provide living expense support of up to
KRW 4.8 million per semester for a maximum
of eight semesters to international students
from developing countries.

n addition, KNU has been officially selected
as a participating university in the "K-STAR
Visa Track, administered by the Ministry of

Justice, establishing itself as a key national

hub for supporting the research activities and
long-term settlement of foreign master's and
doctoral-level talent in science and engineering
fields. Beginning in 2026, eligible candidates
may obtain an F-2 (Long-Term Resident) visa
solely through a presidential recommendation,
with a structured pathway leading to perma-
nent residency status (F-5).

Furthermore, KNU was recognized as an
outstanding institution for international schol-
arship management at the 72025 Government
Invitation Scholarship Program(GKS) Year-End
Ceremony, receiving the Institutional Merit
Award in acknowledgment of its systematic
and comprehensive support framework.
Currently, KNU hosts approximately 2,700 inter-
national students, including 123 GKS scholars.
The university plans to further expand support
for international students, including scholarships,

visa assistance, and settlement programs.
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Kyungpook National University

Unveils Slogan and Emblem for
80th Anniversary
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Kyungpook National University announced the
unveiling of the official commemorative slo-
gan and emblem to celebrate the university's
80th anniversary in 2026.

KNU has confirmed “The Grand Moment,
KNUB0" as the main slogan for its 80th
anniversary. Based on the university's 80-
year history, the slogan represents a grand
and symbolic message that expresses KNU's
present and future as it moves toward a great
moment in a new era.

In addition, three sub-slogans were selected:
“You Who Are Built Upon Truth, Shall Be-
come the World's Guiding Star,” “The Light of
Cheomseong, Beyond 80 Years Toward 100,”
“Leading the Era for 80 Years, KNU to Lead
the World.” These were chosen through a
public slogan contest held to commemorate
the 80th anniversary and symbolically reflect

KNU's founding philosophy, its ideal of nurtur-

ing homegrown KNU “Cheomseong” talent,
and its vision for the future.

As for the 80th anniversary emblem, it visu-
alizes “"KNU moving forward, leaping toward
the future.” The number “8” is depicted in a
dynamically interconnected form, symbolizing
the university's 80-year history of continuous
growth and development. The number “0”
is combined with a graphic element rising
toward the light, visually expressing an enter-
prising image of progress toward the future.
KNU plans to use the main slogan and the
80th anniversary emblem across all pro-
motional channels, both online and offline,
including the official website, the dedicated
80th anniversary landing page, social media
and video content, as well as banners and
streamers on and off campus, various pro-

motional materials, and printed publications.
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Three KNU Researchers Selected
for Ministry of Education’s
‘Top 50 Outstanding Research

Achievements of the Academic
Research Support Program’
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Professor Lee Dae Sung of the Department
of Environmental Engineering, Professor Lee
Sang In of the Department of Animal Biotech-
nology, and Lecturer Kang Mi-kyung of the
Department of History have been selected for
the Ministry of Education’s “Top 50 Outstand-
ing Research Achievements of the Academic
Research Support Program.”

The Top 50 QOutstanding Research Achieve-
ments Program was established to identify and
promote excellent research outcomes derived
from government-funded academic research
support programs across the humanities and
social sciences, science and engineering, and
Korean studies. This year, a total of 245 candi-
dates were nominated through open calls and
institutional recommendations. After a com-
prehensive evaluation of originality, excellence,
and academic contribution, 50 achievements
were selected (26 in the humanities and social
sciences, 20 in science and engineering, and 4
in Korean studies). Recipients receive the Min-
ister of Education Award.

Professor Lee Dae Sung was recognized for
his research on synthesizing organic-based
nanocomposites capable of selectively remov-
ing contaminants from water and developing
core and process technologies for water
purification using these materials. This tech-
nology has attracted attention for its broad

applicability, including not only the removal of

KOREA NU10 MAGAZINE

heavy metals from wastewater, but also the
removal of uranium generated during nuclear
power plant decommissioning.

Professor Lee Sang In was honored for his re-
search identifying the mechanisms by which
mycotoxins in animal feed adversely affect
intestinal cells, and for discovering indigenous
biological resources that can mitigate these
effects. By analyzing toxin responsiveness
based on intestinal development mechanisms
and verifying the potential of these materials,
the research laid an important foundation for
improving livestock feed safety and advancing
the use of biological resources.

Lecturer Kang Mi-kyung was selected for her
research on the religious policies of James VI
and |. Her study reinterprets James I's religious
policies through a cross-analysis of the political
circumstances of the composite monarchy
comprising Scotland, England, and Ireland, along
with the king's political vision. The research was
highly evaluated for illuminating the broader his-
torical context in which politics and religion were
deeply intertwined at the time.

Kim Gyu Man, Director of the Research and
Industry-Academic Cooperation Division, noted,
“These achievements demonstrate Kyungpook
National University’s strong research founda-
tion and academic excellence. We will contin-
ue to strengthen our support systems to help
researchers produce meaningful outcomes and
to build a balanced research ecosystem encom-

passing both basic and applied research.”

QIzIE] O|CH 4, 0|4l T, 407 At

From left: Professor Lee Dae Sung, Professor Lee Sang In, Lecturer Kang Mi-kyung
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Chungbuk National University

SF=E|ACa| 8Ee-Al Acting President Park Yoosik
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Chungdae-ro 1, Seowon-Gu, Cheongju, Chungbuk 28644, Korea
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«Beginning as a junior agriculture college in 1951, CBNU has leapt to its
current status as a major university in the new capital area

« Standing as the No. 1 university in Student Satisfaction (NCSI Survey),
from 2014 to 2018, CBNU has established and ran the Sejong Graduate
School of National Policy

« Great Challenge for our future
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Jeonbuk National University

% 228 President Yang O-Bong
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567 Baekje-daero, deokjin-gu, Jeonju-si, Jeollabuk-do 54896 Korea
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« Founded as Iri Provincial College of Agriculture (1947),
consolidated with Myeongnyun College (Jeonju) and Gunsan College (1952)
« Creative talents cultivated by innovative education platform
« Selected as the best university for student service satisfaction by
KS-SQI(2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025)
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Chonnam National University

&7 0|2l President Lee Keun-bae
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« Since its foundation in 1952 upon the desire of the local citizens for higher education,
CNU has become the top flagship national university in southwestern region of Korea

« CNU has led the development of Korean democracy, safeguarding
the nation’s freedom, peace, democracy, and human rights
« Fostering creative convergence talents in the 4th industrial era
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Seoul National University

R =& President Honglim Ryu
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1 Gwanak-ro, Gwanak-gu, Seoul 08826 Korea
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« Established as the first national university with
9 Colleges and 1 Graduate School

« Centralized dispersed campuses in Gwanak SyHT

« Played central role in economic development and Chungcheongnam-do
democratization of Korea
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President Kim Jeong-Kyoum
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99 Daehak-ro, Yuseong-gu, Daejeon 34134, Korea
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« Established through the rice donation campaign by every resident in
1952 in Daedeok Science Town

« The goal is to be the leading university of Korea spreading toward
the world together with the residents

« Sejong Chungnam National University Hospital construction completed in 2020.
The campus will be constructed in Sejong Special Self-Governing City

( RiFceta
’EJ Jeju National University

Z st President Kim, Eel-hwan GOZ'E
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Jeju National University, 102 Jejudaehak-ro, Jeju-si,
Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, 63243, Korea
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+In 1952, Jeju Provincial Junior College was founded. It became the
four-year Jeju Provincial College in 1955 and designated as a National
University in 1962

« Merged with the Jeju National University of Education in 2008.
Become a world-class university alongside Jeju, a free international city

« Leading national development with competitive knowledge creation
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Gyeongsang National University

Z HZTIS| President Jin-Hwe Kweon
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« Launched Gyeongsang National University on March 1, 2021

(Integration of GNU and Gyeongnam National University of Science and Technology)
« University specializing in life sciences, aerospace engineering, nanomaterials, and chemistry
« Selected for the “Glocal University Project™GNU, a leading global university

in the aerospace and defense industry
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XNU
Nesss’ Kangwon National University

% "xH President Jeong Jae-Yeon
YR A Y22 1

1 Kangwondaehak-gil, Chuncheon-si, Gangwon-do, 24341 Korea
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« Established Chuncheon Agricultural College in 1947, with the founding
spirit of the quest for truth based on practical science

« Integrated three campuses in Chuncheon, Samcheok and Dogye into a
multi-campus system

« Achieved No.1 employment rate among local flagship national
universities(Based on 2021 Higher Education Institution Employment
Statistics)
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« Upgraded to National College in September 1946 (comprised of the
Colleges of Education, Medicine, and Agriculture)

« KNU established the concept of the talented, globally creative student,
or ‘Cheom-seong-in’, under KNU's Educational philosophy of ‘Truth,
Pride, Service’

« KNU ranks 3 in THE University Impact Rankings 2025
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“mes> Pusan National University

Z5 &5 2! President Choi Jae Weon
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2, Busandaehak-ro 63beon-gil, Geumjeong-gu, Busan, 46241, Korea
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« The nation’s first comprehensive national university,
established on May 15th, 1946

« Guided by the university’s founding values of truth-freedom-service to
become a global research-oriented university

« Six departments are ranked in the top 101~200th by the QS World
University Rankings. Elite education through the fusion
and convergence of disciplines
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